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I HE COVER OF THIS nakkai [VE thaws tkt ohabletc EabH^worod SB3H 3 rftw bouibcre 
-.1 M.,n'i]- Seoul Bombing Squadron 24J taking ofl to attack tin Japanese fleet striking fofce on 
th( iiMunin-.,! fjunc L942, during tbc batUft of Midway 



MARINES AT MIDWAY 



Foreword 



The name Midway means much to Marines. At the very outset of war, when 
Midway's sole garrison consisted of a Fleet Marine Force defense battalion stationed 
there in advance of hostilities, the Japanese found that here, as at Wake, Marines 
were ready. Subsequently, in the battle of Midway, the heroism of Marine fighter 
and dive-bomber pilots, who attacked effectively and unhesitatingly against tre- 
mendous odds, demonstrated once again that courage and discipline arc among the 
high traditions of onr Corps. 

There is another lesson to be derived from the Marine story of Midway, how* 
ever, and that is the Unity of the Fleet Marine Force as a completely integrated 
air-ground team. This, too, is traditional, but it has never been better demonstrated 
than by the integration of Marine artillery and infantry (who secured the base) 
with Marine air which struck the first blow at the Japanese carriers from that base. 
While Marine fighters were slashing at enemy air, Marine artillerymen w + ere shoot- 
ing the Japanese planes down, and Marine dive bombers were harrying the en cm) 
fleet. 

This coordinated interaction by land and sea and air embodied the limc-tricd 
and proven doctrines of the Marine Corps in one of its primary fields; that of the 
defense of advanced bases. To all students of this subject, I commend the story of 
Marines at Midway. 




C. B. GATES, 



GENERAL, U, S. MARINE CORPS, 
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS. 




MARINES AT MIDWAY 



Preface 



'Marines at Midway** is an accoum prepared bj the Historical Sec tion, Division oJ PuWi< Informa- 
tion, Headquarters, United Stales Marine Corps, of the role played bj Marines in the base-develop* 
men! and defense of Midwaj Atoll. It is (lie third 8 series <>f narratives intended to provide both 
student and casual reader with accurate and complete information on Marine Corps operations in 
World War II. As .1 sufficient number of these monographs an- brought to completion, these in turn 
will be edited for final Compilation into an operational bistorj of the Corps during the past war. 
This a( < ouiii is exactly what its title implies the Marine stor) on Midway* Us scope is intention 

ally limited tO Marine history, and riO alien 1 1 )\ is made tO give lull treatment of PJaV) <>r \im\ opera- 
tions m this locale, 1 m epl as these impinge upon actft ities of Marine units. 

Acknowledgment Cor generous assistance must be made to the Historian of Naval Operations 
I apt Samuel Eliol Worison, USNR, and to Lieut. Rogea Kneaa a l 's\k, ol Ifee Office of Naval 
History. ( lommander E* John Long, I fSNR, of the ( Mliee of the Secrctar) ol National Defense, pro* 

vided ninth a^sislaih e iu assembly | >f illusl rati! >ns. Cartography Services were furnished |>\ lh<* 

Reproduction Department, Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Ya., and all photographs are I nitcd 
States Marine Corps, Navj or Vrroy official. All personnel arc referred to herein by the rank held 
at the time described in the narrative* Dates and times are West longitude and local zone time unless 
otherwise indicated* < Stations oi United States Strategic Bombing Survey USSfiS] material, miles? 
otherwise indu ated. are from "Interrogattoas of Japanese ( )iih uk" Nava] Analysis Division, USSBS, 
194$ and are indicated briefly b\ the N IV-intcrrogatibn numbers found in thai publication, 

Finally, however, ( redii must be given to the oflii era who, having served on Midway, unstinting!; 
furnished much additional information of historical value bj interview or in reply to Historic a] Se< dofl 
questionnaires, ti is strongly Loped thai th. se and others with first-hand expertem e will make possible 
Further improvement of this narrative either l>\ submitting comments or, when in Washington, bj vis- 
iting the H&torft al Section, Division of Publi< Information, Headquarters Marin- Corps, F01 interview 

and discussion of the points invoked. 




W. E, RILEY, 

BRIGADIER < a \ i k \i I . &. M A kin i eo|.:r>. 
i>ikm:tok. divimiiv pi i-i m tC INFORMATION: 
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CHAPTER | B ' rth ° f 3 8386 



ren i Pacific jtratcg} of 1941 contemplated 

rai j T,n K basts relatively secure agautet air 
,,u j}a hmand-nni urFace attacks, ox even ooinor 

aiidi nt r s . « * -;, xvi(hin anf , :|houj lh( , srnu ._ 

surii liohiiy-hcid bui sceute base$, the Pacific 
Nv j ( '" VN;,s > expected to ptjfj awaiting the moment 

[J? n battle COuId be joined with enemy naval 
^» CC 3 "'° gel .il naval forces willi naval fOTCCS, 

, ,l,,r; '' Kfinmcl put ii in decisive action foi 

**t*4 StaUl Marine Cm In historical fMHO 

^phc their entire disparity m duti gmcj Mid- 
JJ tod Wake, tlx- two Centra] focific base* 
^ l, llM operations in which Che Marine Corps 
P^Ucipatcd during 1941 and 194^ bad much 
" t:,,,l '>>ioti. Bvcn their difference^ the very- dif- 
, . h,,rr s which spelled surrender for Wake and 
ctory at Midway, were those of degree and not 

I '' iih li ato|] was defended l>v a combination ol 
<v| Marine farce base-defense artillery and 
^tibtt. From the viewpoint Of these delcndc is. 



each 



action was conducted wth much the same 



h( (, f materiel, and based upon identical ta( tical 
r P's. Only in that Midway's fortification and 
p' c ' () pment had commenced sooner; that mote 
pities, troops, and weapons were available ear- 
Cr ' ^'at Midwa\ was latthet away from island 
' hr,Tl y air bases; and, most important of all that 

lfl< ha iii. i U rt of June L942, bad recovered to 
S( ' m <' extent from the shock of December 1941 — 

° n 'y in these matters of decree did the two Opera* 

!<),ls differ, Yet it was this question of degree 

^eciaUy in regard to Meet support which per- 
Hie Successful defense of Midw.is. 
The .strategic important col Midwa\ had lorn; 



been i eco-i n/cd. in 19 tfl 3 tbt (amoua Hepburn 
Rjeport, dealing with United States requirements 

for naval bases, had Lliis to sin ! 

From a strategic point of \ iru . an an base at Mid- 
w;iv Island is second in importance only to Pearl 
Harbor. 1 

The Board, which derived its name from the 

senior member. Reai Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, 
USNj ae< ordinal) recommended immediate dc- 
\elopincnl of Midway as a naval air and snh- 

marinc base with facilities foi two patrol-plane 
squadrons; two divisions of submarines; .1 ad pier 3 
channel and turning basin within the lagoon for 
targe auxiliaries. In conclusion, the Board in- 
cluded Midway in a select group ol ph>je< ts "ne< - 

cssarj ol accomplishment .it the earliest practi- 
cable date./' and i c< on imende< I for Midway ex- 
penditures amounting to $13jQ40 5 000 9 which 
would, by \ {) W accomplish the desired develop- 
ment. 

Lytitg approximate!) 1,1. W miles northwest of 
Oahu, Midwav, outer rampart of the Hawaiian 

chain, had been re< ognized to be strategic 9s earl) 

as 1867 when the .Secretary of the Navy, Gideon 
Welles, duct led Unit Brook 1-loini, as il was then 

known, be claimed and surveyed tor the United 

States. In [869* Congress &Ctuall) appropriated 

(50,000 for dredging an entrance channd and 



1 " r <• 1 >< u 1 ttn Niecd <•» Addition. .1 n.iv-.i n. .>« - to Defend 

tin- Coasts of tin United States, lis Territories and Pos- 
sessions," House Document No. 65, 7fuh Con*., 1st srss., 

27 Dcconbct Mr;a, herehiafta cited m Hepburn Report* 

par. 102. 

• Ihid., \),\v. 151 and ^Summary of R( < oimin ridatinn:, " 

(bid*, "Estimates oJ Obligatiuw and Expenditures*.* 3 

i 




MIDWAY'S CABLE STATION in il><- days w hen thu re was nothing but sand on Sand Island. I his picture was taken in the early 
1 900*3 before Marines came to Midway. 



i lear anchorage within the lagoon. 4 On 29 April 
1903, its importance was further enhanced by 
establishment of the Commercial Pacific Cable 
I o.'s station on Sand Island, where the station 
Mill remains. 

Shortlj after surveys b) the II S. s. Wright in 
February 1934, Pan American Airways, quick to 
realize Midway's importance from the viewpoint 
at Pacifii air operations, commenced develop- 
ment oi a commercial seaplane base, likewise on 
Sand Island. Pan American's construction work 
began on 15 April 1935, and OH 6 June of the 
same year, the lust » lipper landed at Midway. 

Although popularl) known as Midway Island, 
Midway is in lac t a i in ular atoll, about 6 miles in 
diameter, enclosing two islands. Sand and East- 



4 I'll. HUh Centliri history of Midway is colorful and 

replete with adventure which runs from shipwreck to 

murder and smui.'c<lims'. See " I h«- Wr< < ker," by Robert 

Louis Stevenson, 1891. 

Historical data from ''Mid\va\ the North Pacific's 
I m\ Pet" Homei C. Yotaw, I'. S. al Institute I'ro- 
CecdingSj pp. L6G6 H>07, hereinafter Cited as Volaw. 
J be first airplane Right from Midway lagOOrl was carried 
out by a Naval aircraft on 10 Oc tobe r 1920. Cable Sta- 
tion Diary that date, hereinafter cited aa Cable Diary. 



ern, Both were originally sand patches covered hy 
sparse, tough shrub. On Eastern Island, guano 
had accumulated, As a result of years of experi- 
ment, the cable company, aided h\ the United 
siates Department of Agriculture, discovered that 
a type of wire grass found on the sand dunes nea* 

San Francisco would hind the sands of Midway, 
and, with this as a starter, it bee ante possible t° 
plant ironwood trees from the Hawaiian Island* 

and eucalyptus from Australia. As a result, by 

1934 Sand Island supported a gTOVC of 40-foot 

ironwoods, subsidiary growth including grass, and 

truck gardens about the cable station. At th^ 
northeast end of Eastern Island, stood three Of 

four sc rub trees. Throughout both islands there 

urew the seacvola bush " loc all\ desc ribe d 

dwarf magnolia be< ause of its leaves and on al' 

sides were to be- encountered the ubiquitous 

"gooney-birds/ J actually albatrosses, together 
with several other species: flightless rails, moan - 

'Pronounced 1>> countless Marines as "skavoli." 

7 There WOW two spe cies, one black, and the other black 
and White. I be former is proper!) e ntitled the "Black- 
footed Albatross"; the latter, the "Laysan Albatross," 

".Midway Islands," Fred C. Hadden, undated, hereinafter 
< -ited as Hadden. 



2 



m g birds, gannets, frigate birds, terns, and boat* 
& wain birds, to name the most common. 

Of the two islands. Kastcrn is the Smaller and 

^ Wcr s being one-and~one-quarter miles long and 
1)1,1 12 feel above sea level at its highest point. 
S,,I1( 1 Island, however, attains a height of :> (> feet 

*™ almost tWO milts in length. Both islands 

1,0 to the south half of the lagoon, close aboard 
lc feci. Welles Harbor, the prewar roads, and 

entrance to the lagoon is just west of Sand Island. 

lhc western of the two islands, but a new entrance 

Q the lagoon. Brooks ( Ihannd, between Sand and 
" ,s<Tn Wand, was dredged in 1938, and is now 

,hr °nly one in use/ 
Pr °n] 1935 to early 1940, Midway's devdop- 

roent progressed smoothly, first under the aegis of 
an Amerii an, and, from mid-1939 on, under the 
. av V as a result of the Hepburn recommends 

l,ons - By th<5 n) (l of 1939, heav) construction was 

l ); >t;> from "Sailing Directions for the Pacific Islands, 
°* Umc 'h ii. o. | hb< r . s . Nav) Hydrographic Office, 
£ 451 ; Votaw, 1607; and .urn |»% U. Col. Samuel G< 

1 '«XIS. 



well started on Sand Islaiul, and Brooks Channel 

had been partially blasted and dredged open by 
United states Amu Engineers. Eastern Island, 
however, remained unchanged, occupied onl) by 
two "retired" burros from the (able station. 

In early l ( > 39, the militar) history of the defense 
of Midway might be said to have commenced 

when Colonel Hairy K. Pickett, assisted by Cap- 
lain Alfred R< Pefley, was sent to the atoll -as 

well as Wake and Johnston to eonduet a mili- 
tary reconnaissance and prepare tentative defense 

plans for fortification of all three.' These plans, 

which were completed almost a year later, were 
approved l>\ the Chief of Naval Operations. Ad- 
miral Harold W, Stark, USN, who then di- 
rected," on 20 December l () -> (| . that the Com- 
mandant, Fourteenth Naval District, establish. 



1 Utter from Col. Alfred R. Pcflcy to CMC, 13 January 

1948, 

* Official report of Col. Harry K. Pickett to MGC sub- 
mitting defence pi. ins for Midway, 14 October 1939, here* 

inafter cStfd as Piekett report. 

1 CNO serial 397, 20 December \9MK 



B^tctn^] CALLED ,T 'SKAVOLr ,hc dwarf magnolia, or utomli bushes, which virtually cover • surface pi Sand and 



SAND ISLAND IN 1935, when the 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, FMF, held amphibious landing exercises ai Midway. Note & e 
Marine camp on beach in right foreground. 



when practicable, a Marine detachment as a 
garrison on Midway. 11 ' 

With this very mission in prospect, the 3d De- 
fense Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Robert H. Pepper, was at 
(his time under orders for movement from the 
Last ( oast to the Hawaiian area; and the bat- 
talion arrived at Pearl Harbor in U. S. s. Ckau- 

moni after an uneventful voyage from Charles- 
ton, s. c, on 7 May 1940. 

This was not, however, the first Marine detachment 
to garrison Midway. To protect the cable station and pre- 
vent Japanese poachers from violating Midway's status as 
a bird sanctuary, a detachment of one officer and 20 en- 
listed Marines served on Midway from 1904, through 
1908, occupying a camp site OH rising ground near the 

center of Sand Island. Votaw,p. 1605: Annual Report of 

the Commandant of the Marine Corps 1904. Fleet Marine 
Force landing exercises—conducted by the 1st Battalion, 
6th Marines— were also held at Midway in May I935 a 
CabU Diary, that month. 



Following the 3d Defense Battalion's establish' 

ment at Pearl Harbor, it became apparent that 
Facilities at Midway were not sufficiently ad' 
vaneed to permit garrisoning the atoll with any 
thing approaching the full strength of a defense 
battalion, or even an appreciable cadre sufficient 
in number to commence installation of weapons 
or construction of fortifications* Colonel lVpp cr 
accordingly recommended on 23 May that Rca» 
Admiral Claude C. Blot h, USN, Commandant 
Fotirteenth Naval District, authorize the sending 
of an advance reconnaissance party to Midway* 
This group, to consist of two officers and not mo> c 
than 16 enlisted Marines, would conduct detailed 
reconnaissance of the ground, propose up-to-datf 
defensive plans and dispositions for a defense bat- 
talion, execute the painstaking surveys required 
for act urate artillery fire, and would, in addition 
be available to the Navy's resident officer in 
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d&xgfi of n lr m J( | 

i onsti u< tion project 1 Tor 
, "' Nailr '' should emergency arise among the 
motley () [ civilian , (Mm.., i laborers* 1 

Admiral ffloch's reaction t«> this proposal was 
"^mediate, will,,,, .. weekj on 3 1 May, Captain 
s «muel (;. Taxia, then commanding fhc 5-inch 
seacoast group of the 3d Defense Battalion, was 
^flcTrd hi Midway with .1 reconnaissance party 

jj ,ls( bientenant Janus G, Bishop, eight enlisted 

Marines and two .\a\ j hospital corpsmen foi 
weeks of preliminary work. He was in estab- 
™ ,l small Marine i atrip, prepare tentative m - 
^^endafionsfortheseacoast defenseof Midway 
°5 llu ' three 5-inch batteries of his group i .is well 
as < r "ain antiaircraft recommendations), survey 
u base lines required for accurate fire control, 
Mufcfc out die tactical communication net 
J* 1 * would be needed by the defending bat- 

a,, °n. Within W( .( U his inslnn lions added, 
lr Gould Ocped fdid In a similar detachment 

w,lh farther missions. 16 

S|,,, "l\ after, on 5 June* Idmiral Btech as a 
U / M ^ [ ( >i Cnioncl Pepper's further rccomrnendj*- 
?° n ordered Lieutenant ( iommander Julian 
% I s\, ilu- 5d Defense Battalion medi- 
(, ni( ri> hj M h | UilN )(> carry out a sanitary and 
^dical survey, This officer sailed from Pearl 
|* ar bor in the I . s. s. .sV^'/o. iv. u hed MBdway on 
June, and completed his survej bj 16 June. 



kifcdrj* 



s report, an extremely thorough and de- 



urnent, pointed OUt man\ aspec ts of life 



un Midway which wouhl become characteristic 

to future M. nines in garrison. 

. Midway he bund to he tempeiatc to tropical 
! U (n mate, with cool ni.uhls. Me noted the bril- 
,,ln h white sand. \\hi( b resulted in intense ground 
fr om the sun. ,r ( )f the birds he stated : 



''"•'in considerations should be made «»i con? 



itn »*l for the' 



of these buds for Qicy 



M RUl was la. |). \\. \ mtirs (C£C,)„ I'SNR. 
( 'O, !td Defense Battalion, innimi andum to Colli] I, 

s Samuel G y la Col., official rcpl) i<» Historical 

' ( ' rt, °n i|uestionn.>ii.- regarding Midway, hereinaftei cited 

Commandant I hli Naval District, letter pf ixutrui 

****** Capt Sa 
B ( 

tr-iKlrr-skiimed Ih.vs wnr Miiilmriicd un<ln th. iij 

ch,n » bccausie «>i reflected gflam" 



,1 (. i axis, SI May l ( >40. 
Opt Kf imrili W. Banner comrncnta on tins point; 



aw .i great source of amusement, and the cheerful 

rails (sic) ,s add mm h to the attraetivene^ of tin 
island and will in a latent way add to the moral. <>! 

personnel* * * * 

There were i .nth- and poultry at the cable station, 
and abundant Ssh in the tagoofr. No significantly 
dangerous salutary oi epidemiological i«i< tots i \- 

isted, and, in conclusion, he opined : 

This island is very pleasant and beautiful and 
Should olfor a happy OUtlook l«> married prjsonnt l. 

Per single officers and men it will probafoh be bettei 

to rotate duty between there and Pearl Harbor at 
3 to 6 month intervals during peacetime to avoid 
Iflpnotony and to give consideration to natural 

d< gin b <«t the cneiu 

On g July, ( laptain Kenneth W. Bermcr, with 
I i, si Lieutenant Donald J. Oe ( ker, eight enlisted 

Marines, and two Navy hospital COrpsmen; wa< 
ordered to Midway lo relic xe Captain Taxis and 

his detail, Captain Bennert instructions were 
substantially ssttulat t<» those ..i Captain Taxis 

e\< epl dial the l<.inie!, who < oinmanded the f. 

inch antiaircraft group of the defense battalion 

was to devote his rceonnaiss.iuee and surve\ U) 

thai required lot antiaircraft defense of the 

islands. " 

Me.mwhile, acting on Captain Taxis's initial 

information and Colonel Pepper's urging, Ad^ 
miial Blocfa ordered the latter to establish cm dr 
after 1 September what u.i^ provisionally de- 
signated (he Midwa\ 1 Mac hment , Meet Marine 
Foree, COnsfeting of nine officers, 1 68 enlisted, and 
appro\iniatel\ one-third of the >d Delense Bat- 
talion's materiel. Including one 5-inch batter) 
two guns . This detachment was to ac t in tun, 

as an .ulvanee eehelnn <.t the whole battalion, 

personnel bang rotated between Pearl Harboi 

ami Midwa> on a four- lo six-month basis. 

Etfajoi 1 1 in old ( Roberts i to be killed in action 

Sve years later while commanding the 2Jd Ma- 
rines on Okinawa was in command of the Mid- 



( )n n virwitm ttos passage, la. ( Spl. Stuart Nt. t IJlAI 

worth, auotix-r Midway pionep] . * onrtmcnted I 111 ' all of 
the s<»<>t\ trni is aiixtlnuu l>ut cheerful * * ftM .ujd 

HbddAn, p. 5, says that thr cry of (hr rnoanir^ hird 

(Wccfge-Tallcd ShearwateO " * * * sounds as 

thOUfih all tin- uYv,l.s ui hrll ;u. o vuu: OU1 10 anguM " 
"Love, Julian, U Bomdr, MO USN, rrpott to 

G^ml i. ft Jttire l»4ft 

t :<»ininarulain, Mth \,i\ai District, letter of Ifiitruc- 

tionstoCapt KetWCtll W. hnmn, $ Juty 1940, 
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THE UBIQUITOUS GOONEY-BIRDS provided amusement for Marines and problems for aviators. 



w«i\ Detachment when it sailed from Pearl Har- 
bor on 23 September 1940, in three ships, the 
1'. s. s. Sirius, a World War I Hog Islander, and 

two destroyer-mine* rait made available for the 
trip. Six days later, on 2 ( > September. Major 

Roberts landed his detachment via barges and 
began the arduous task of making ( amp and in- 
stalling the defenses of Midwa\ . ' 

The Roberts detachment was quartered in 
the temporary barracks of an Arm) Engineer unit 
which had been working on Midwa\ in connec- 
tion with harbor improvements w ithin the lagoon. 
During the next six months, the Midway Marines 3 

duties would consist of the imreasini; arduous 

grind which perhaps above all other aspects char- 
acterized duty in the defense battalions of 
[940 41. Heaw weapons and fire-i ontrol mate- 

n Mustei i oil. Id Defense Battalion^ PMF, September 
1940. IThe$c y/eic not, however, the fust defensive installa- 
tions to bfi made on Midway. Votaw. p. |605j states that 
two qufck-fijrinjj cannon wnc installed" during the 1904- 
Ofl garrisoning of Midway by Marines, hut that a maga- 
zine < \|)lo>ion caused thcil use to he terminated. 

I lie Roberts detachment was parti. illy relieved by a 
similar group under Major Kenneth W. Benrrer in Dr- 
rernber 1940. I his unit remained on Midwav until the 

full battalion arrived in 1941. 



riel were gradual!) emplaccd and magazines and 
shelters were dug largely 1>\ hand tools, for 
engineering equipment was a scarce commodity 

in Marine units of those days. In addition to th e 
foregoing miUtarj duties, the Marines also -ofl 
order of the Fourteenth Naval District were re - 
quired to act as stevedores and longshoremen f° r 
ships coming to Midway. 

Highlights of life OB Midway during this initio' 
period are dCS< ribed b) one ollieer in the following 
passage 2:5 : 

Considerable effort was expended in filling afld 
manhandling sandbags from the beach areas to th c 

gun position*; this was necessary to preserve th c 

limited camouflage furnished h\ the scaevola. Mud 1 

sweat and ingenuity was required to install th e 
Vineh guns on top of the 20-foot sand dune fringing 
Sand Island. 

It was impossible t<> stand on one high point o* 
the * * * chine and recognize Changes in ele- 
vation and direction of contours on Sand Island 
with its covering of dense scacvola brush* To at- 
tempt to lot ate known points while walking through 
d»e scacvola was also impossible due to the heigW 
and densit) oi foliage. The final solution in locating 
positions for magazine installations to be constructed 

Letter by la. Col Stuart M. Charlcsworth to CMft 
15 January l<M8. 
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111 accordance with Future planning was to send out 

a twr, -ni;m team of officers Ori 0 I I I 9 ftactor to 

P r <-ss down it,,ii, a i 0jtt g ( j, r ; ns ; ( | r 0 f the ranging 
unrs and to various joints In the centqf ol ths 
! s anc l I his w »a« ,, ( •, omplishcd by one officer stands 
,n > u i> on the back ol the tractor in a position from 
y ]h]] he could lt»»k above the scaveol* and give 
^'l^ral directions to the driver. It iwved to be hot 
<wk to the direct sun without benefit of breosjc, and 
spills ur,v taken f*wa the pitching W 

n 

witl U ? oonc y" birds were a considerable problem 
v ( 11,1 the position-area* because once they fell into 
l\y" u |Jlt ,ll(V did not have tin- intelligence neces 

A) lo fed their wa) out Actual!) the birds created 
^ nd - f a diversion !.» foe men working on the guns; 
h . 11 P^ttl urn- hereditary* 1 imagine that many a 

S wney » j >sli n ur>)im ,, ti,,. pedJcad splotches 

IfcXmSt " iVl ' h ^ i,,>l<>s,r,s ,n ** N,ulu,iv 

Ration in (he Midway Detachment COUJUStcd 

alSl f y °* swimmina l&oitcd boating and fishing, 
i^"! 1 ^oum o! beer on occasion, and a somewhat 
I,l/ ' 1, d outdooi movie which came into being 
d„! 111 ,,lr Actually the bird* seemed to enjoy 

^ movie as much as the men became die sootv mm 

' , Waning bird would invariahl) flock around 

^ 80 ^dbdx and emit their mournful wa, I. 

tov( lll|ll > the laying season the island was literal!} 

ah <M . VN ' tn eggs so that in certain areas it was 
I l lni pOSKibk to walk without Stepping on our. 
, v , l i < i "' l )n, l>ahl\ wasn't a man in the detachment 

(|iii ^ (lulll, < at (>,„. time o, another sit down to a 

Bcp^^ U n ' l ?SSfc NvlH lher of nrerssilx or for the 

B U,,,lr the advance echelon of the 3d Defense 

7* lafcorcd -ii Midway, the ( :hiel of Naval 
atlo nS, inc i casino In eoneerned over the inter- 
^ n ^ S|| "alio,,, difon ted, earlv in 1941, that 

r!l,l,( ' battalion he established at Midway; 
• * a1 the Bth Defense Battalion* then in train- 

,K San DicgOj blM without its hea\s materiel, 

trail 



^sferrcd tb Pearl Harbor for advamed 
, v j ^& and for service as a rotational pool of 

,) a< r| ncius | n , Marine garrisons shortly to be 
^7**ed ai Midway, Johnston, and Palmyra, 

& * l( 0r derS hail been a nt if i pated. and, <m 7 
m W*!, when CinCPac issued imple- 

^ instructions with regand to Midway, it 
J V 1 Sterol onh three d a\ g I n il >rc the balance 
Defense Battalion, approximate!) 28 of- 

■ r Oni ^ 063$, 17 January 19-11. Marine garrisons, 

Mfi r " l||r 'a [)ri, rune Battalion, had been set tip .«« John* 
0n 24 J"1n lS4l f aod Pattnyra oe I I April mi 




Seers and 565 enlisted Marines, with all heavy 
organizational equipment! loaded in I . s. s. 
Antaress sailed from Pearl Harbor distributed 
among tin* ships of Cruiser Division H.'* The 
movement was executed without incident, and. 
on 14 February, the battalion arrived and com- 
menced disembarkation at Midwas. 

This, however, waa i>\ no means a simple dot k- 
side operation. A heayj sea was running, which 
Forced Task Force Three to lie off fbi 24 hours 

before even attempting to eel the \lai incs ashore, 
whi< h was done In ships' boats * ninnim/' Brooks 

( Channel from the open roadstead beyond the reef. 

A mnnbei of the motor lama lies swamped due tG 
heaw seas, and, in one instance, a Marine WaS 

washed overboard, onl) to be neatly retrieved b) 
the boat following, The whoh flotilla waa piloted 

in bv a Marine oflker 3 ( aptam I axis, wlio bx 

iiosn \ \ as thorough}) Familial with Midway and 

its waters 

Despite the hartl work of the Marines in the 

advance echelon, Midwax was by no means 

enlireh rcad\ or ideal!) suited to naci\e its full 
garrison. Admiral Kimmel, then GinCPaC, real- 
ized this as reports i ame baw k from the atoll. ,md 

within two months at UialK proposed a reduction 

of the Marine force, on the basis thai the over- 

crowding at Midwav imposed an midne strain 0t\ 
Supporting agencies and deterred process of 
work. 

Bui the man h of events in 194 I could hard!) 

be rc\ eised. 

Only one da) aftei Admiral KimmelV xeicora^ 
mendation, Admiral Bloch, Commandant of the 
Fourteenth Naval District) had issued an opera* 
Uon plan for defense of his outlying islands, pre- 
mising the possible outbreak ol hostilities, em- 
phasizing the restricted status of the areas 
about those bases, and ordering defense forces, 
without parleying* to 

* * * lire on suspicions and unidrntih.-d .ur- 

- The- new linht i Tiiisrrs Savannah. Philadelphia. Broth 
lyn. ;md Nrtshvillc. It is an indication of the inert -.isinu ten* 
sion ol th« timw that the inovemrnl— designated Task 
Perce Xfctvc proceeded to Midw.iv with ihips chirkened 

;md witliiji .1 dc-stroyri screen pro\ ided bv DesDiv I 1 
l*. tl I'll Operation Order i ll, $ hhmars 1941. 

: " Lettej bv Li Col Samuel G. TQX1S to t.'Mt . 'i |.nm- 
.»rv [94$, 

I'mCF'.tc itriai04$6|pCKQv3 Aprfl mi 



Craft * * ' stop unidentified and suspicious 
vessels * * * if necessary h> luing a shot 

.MTOSS 1 >< >V\ . 

Submai ine 3 surfa* e < >r ain aids prior to ;m\ decla- 
ration of hostilities were a possibility, he- ^rarnedJ" 
I n QiaCPac*s proposal Ear even a temporal 

and pani.il reduction of the Midway force, the 

c hief of Naval < Operations therefore replied with 
a firm negative; rejoining that the international 
situation wasaueh that even [urtheraug^ientatbn 

Of Midwa/S defenses was under * I >nside i at \o\ I • 

This augmentation « ontcmplated the installation 

ai Midu.is of l*' 1 *' 7-ineh naval ^uns, no together 
with four J-ineh naval i;ims, all over and above 
the defense battalion s normal quota of weapons. 

These weapons were to become available For in- 
stallation about ! November, 

During the summer of 1<MI, the grind con- 
tinued unabated In the words of Lt OoL Erma 
\ \\ ii'jiu. who comments on Midway as it then 



The morale of the troops, of course, was ol major 
importance- situ r then- wen* no USO shows to at- 
lend. nor beautiful Red Cross girls to serve codec. 
Oltd doughnuts. Actually there were only two im- 
ported morale-builders — mov ies and the arrival of 
the Pan-American dipper twice weekly. Tb make 
up the difference^ Colonel Pepper insisted <>n bard 

work and hard play seven days per week. This cmii- 
hinaliou worked miracles. * * * 

B} midsummer, however, Colonel Pepper and 

a group of 3d Defense Battalion personnel who 
had been Longest at Midwa) were relieved by a 

~* in compliance- vsith thett instructions tilth Naval 

District Operation Plan 2 II. 1 April 1911 ), the 3d De- 
fense Battalion designated B boarding oflireT, 1st la. 
GhaHtfl .1 SaiWtj II. At about this time, liketwiso, a Japa- 
n Freighter appeared orT Midway, just beyond gun range, 
lay to, and then circled the atoll before pmce-e-diuK. This 
ship was challenged but gave no reply. Letter by U. Col. 

Harry r. \o\<> to CMC, 28 December mi 7. 
< !NQ serial 047412, 6 May Ld4J. 
30 Major General Commandant, USMC, srrial 
4:v|941- 2, to Brig. Gen. Charles F. B. Price, 12 Septc.inbei 
I'M I. l ie history of the-..- and Certain other 7-inch guns 
likewise installed at outlying bases is a story which spans 
both wars. The guns were originally mounted aboard pie- 
dreadnauvht battleships of the early 190lTs; were dis- 
mounted during World War I to serve as medium aitillery 
ashore for the 10th Marine s in Trance, and were finally 
distributed hi tween Samoa, Midway, Bora-Bora, and 
Guantanamo Bay in 1941-42. Those emplaced at Midway 
arc now mounted in front of Iolani Barracks in Honolulu. 



similar dctadimcrfl under Lieutenant ( Lionel 

Bert A. BonC Of Ihe 1st Defense Battalion, which 

remained until arrival of the 6th Defense Bat< 

talktfl I. it« i in tin- year. 

In August, two events <>i nou took pta e. The 
fiist was commissioning of the Naval Air Station 

Midwav, on the hrsl pi ihe month, under pros- 
pective <<>miuand of Commander Cyril T\ Sim' 
.ml, l s.Y ;i veteran Naval aviator destined U> 

plas a vital re>Ie in the delense of Midwa\. 

second ssas arrival ol the advance detail <>l tM 
5th Defense Battalion, commanded by anothd 

officer whose- (tame would he linked in hist e u > 

with ih.it of Midway; Lieutenant Colonel HaP 
old I). Shannon, battalion executive officer. 
Bringing out Ins e< helon ( 10 officers and laO 

enlisted) in U. S. S. CkestBT and NaskvW*l 

Colond Shannon rea< tied Midwav on 1 1 Augud 

and inime. li.iieK sd to preparing fcfl the relief^ 

the- 3d 1 tefensc Battalion. Throughout the montfe 
turn-ova of vital information and kej jobs *v3* 
progressivelj accomplished so thai when, on 1' 

SeptembCTj the main body Of the- 6tfl Defend 

Battalion .mixed, under command of Colond 
Raphael Griffin* the relief was rapidly con- 
cluded. 

Thus, one se-.u after the original Midwav i )i " 
ta< luue-nt, FMF^faad been established, the 3d 
fcnse Battalion could step aside for a welt-earn^ 
period ol rest ami rotation in the Hawaiian arc* 

A lew weeks all< r I In relief of the !hI Pelei^ 

Battalion, in late* November, Midway received* 

DdOSt important visitor M (the term "VIP" had OQ 1 
\e't Kiinc into general use) — none other than M 1 

KurOSU, Sahuru, the last-minute "peace" envoy 
of Japan, who was flying to the United StaW* 
from Tokyo via Pan American clipper. The i& 

:l Color,.! Griffifl was .shortly afterward relieved as CO** 

,n Hiding <'(ii"-i <>f the battalion b) CoJ«nel shimnm., in ' 
routine change ol command, 

7 - The «>tl, Defense KaUallonj FMF (34 
tnltstcd bad peached Pearl Harbor in the 

on 2'J. July, .ind its main body sailed from Midway on ' 

September. KCustcr mils, 5th Defend Battalion; and letl^ 
from la. (\>i. Ralph \. CWUintj Jr„ to I \u: 12 J*m**t 
1948. 

Uother "VIP* 1 rfsitoi whm arrival at Midway ij 
coived nun i« publicity .ii this time w^w Mrs. Ciart i'»""'' 
i.im . . then on r world flight Prom hei poim of vii w, W 

stop w is BVC2)tfu1 Iwcause of sudde n s« i/mc with a digeft^ 
UpSCf while on the: aloll. 



relieved M co^ 

cl Shannon, ^ 1 

offie CITS and 
U.S.S. Wharto* 



8 



l'»win 



JJidway, telbofihc Marinca' cfcperoro e with Mi. 



8 Account. b\ one of the offii ers then an 



n -' ( J advatJCC nOtlCC Ol his arrival d;itc and 

Ostensible nature of his mission. Inn did riot 
P** him ton 



th 



remain the Full three days thai he did as 
J*** tffceterod) bad weather. Colonel Shannon 
* ( >M|)i ; ,i n Simard M. , decided to arrange a rc- 
J3| n calculated to impress Him with the atertness 
^^styength (largcl) nonexistent) of the Midwaj 
&< wnson. Elaborate plans involving precise tuning 
b if jfrawn up so that when Mn Kurusu dkenv- 
U !J d from the Pan American bowse* barge be 
*g Raveling in on.- <>i th«- old Pari Air flying boats 
h anchored out to the tagoofi | onto Midway 



the r n 

' marines in light inarching orde; 
-i°n, all available aviation sti 
^Sofasquadronoi PW 



_ st thing to meet his eyes would be an endless 
» M 

^tion, .,n availan 



Filing past, 
[igthj con* 
u as draw n up on the 



Colt! 



^planei 

I ll<4 plans worked out perfectly. The head oi the 

and tl^ Nv,li( l1 u,,s on ,hr n,,,,i bctwccn m< * k 
' lll<> Pan Air Hotel where Kurusu was to stay, 

j**. s ^ r ted moving toward the hotel iusi before he 

The tail i thi 



Wl 



< olumn oi Marines, *m file 
>ctwecn men, stitched I >ack 



tnw 1 : . 1,)0nt lun V:|,(,S 

atq t] lr hangar as Far as he could sce^ After be* 
iior 1 ^ ,< rtl ( ' Captain Simafd and Colonel Shan- 
And given plenty of opportunity to see the 
,,,M % be was driven in the captain's < ai past the 
j J ,, ^ 1 -usiinr ( >i sii ( M.tl\ pKuKlmo Marines, carry* 
ryjL ri,,rs dung, with feed bayonets. Their 
b^?! Ce ^ong the w>ad was explained nonchalantly 
o j. '° ln hri Shannon as a routine training maneuver 
iiv '! s "i. k !i | )t , r , 0 | ,!,(. eommand,. Actuallj ever; 
lii V i' man, including the cook* and mewm^ 
*fto ,7" M r,l l ,, (1 together to nuke a single line long 
few SG llul Kun,MI could not see how pitifully 
W(> u,,,r the defenders nl Midway. The captain 
( ' . <,n to apologize for not rendering honors and 
.1 'Uin- C | 1 1 j ; ! | Qver) minute was required for intens- 

sta ? **8~ he u;|s Sure Mr. kurusu would under- 

; ' ( lf I hat this statement k as true must have been 
,. n [| ,1 ' < ' 111 to Kurusu during the next 9 days, and 
I ; l V without premeditation on our part. 
W»! happened thai Fox (SiU< \ V" Battery was 
onj! i? <n>m °1 mr ' >t,n Air hotel, being separated 

tic r ( n1,1 ' road, and was due to fire a < 'alibi a- 

i s u()o( followed b\ some extensive trial fire and 
Th " J^ttnent problclms for training. * 
tj^' ' "loud s;iu no reason for not going ahead with 
^J^^ the contrary wc embdlisbed it some- 

thc Sabsf «|ucnll\ known .i SiUry Batfeft from 

thi r *." t|f " °^ ;| future < 'oiijiiinndiug olli< ( r, this unit w,i> a 
j ' tl,nr ' Actually commartdrd hs c.ipi. Ilmt M«Mill.iu. 



\\ hal. So for thr duration oi his mioru d J-dft) BtOp- 
OveTj Mi. Kiiiiisu listened U> die slann fting of the 
'5-inch AA guns outside his window from early 
morning until sunset. The practice was culminated 
with the firing by .ill guns tn l i rounds adjustment 
at lull firing rate on a burst target, which made 
quite an impressive noise for our mu st, as well as 

giving our gufl creWS Wne badly needed loading 

practice, ll- was not permitted to leave the hotel, 
in accordance wuh established procedure for civil- 
ian Pan Air guests I Escccpj for erne ftighi as the cap- 
tain's and Colonel's £ucst at OUT officer^ mcSS and 
movie), so any impressions he may have gotten of 
Midway WtaPB necessarily thereof thr ••march-past" 
die planes, and the In ing, 

In the Marine CprpS CDOCept ol defense o! 
LdVanced bases, the artillery, holh seacoast and 

antiaircraft, represented ohl) part of the rounded 
whole, and loca] aviation (vas realized to be es- 
sential (oi balanced defense ol a basfcBucha* Mid- 
way. Therefore, as soon devdbptnctii ol the 

airfield on I -astern Island warranted, it was 

determined that Fleet aviation, to be drawn from 

Mariiu Air GrOUp 2 1 . ihen based at l.wa NCoOlV 

ing Mast, Tm H., would be assigned to Midway. 

where, in laet, tin air field Wafi already in pauia! 
use as a l< ri\ point for Army B 1 7"s then being 
Mown to the f ar fiasJt, To Support thi> latter 

activity, a detachment ol one officer and four 
enlisted radiomen af the Army Signal Corps had 

been established with appropriate radio equip- 
ment on Midway in ( Vtober, and, on 19 Novem- 
ber KHfclj a Marine aviation advance detail con- 
sisting of One officer Second Lieutenant Lottn 
1). BvtSTtOn) and 60 enlisted was sent forward, 
to prepare th< 4 held far use by Marine S. out 

Bombing Squadron 831 \ MSB 25] which 

Would remain <it Lwa until Midwa\ COllld i< 
ceivc them. 

Progress ol Everton's detachment on Eastern 
Island was such that, immediately aftci the 

l . S. S. EntetpriSi had delivered Marine Ftghtlhg 

Squadron 211 to W ake for a similar role, the 
U. s. s. Lexington embarked VMSB 231 for 

Midwax on 5 De< ember. With the inn uiion oJ 

flying off the sr.piadnui on the morning oi 7 
l )e. embei . 



;u ' L:irkin, Claude A., Col., letter to CinCpnc. .'S Apnl 
(943* p. 2. 

^Larkin, Claude A., Col., personal lrtn r, 18 Dcccini.. U 

1944. 



On I December td4l 9 meanwhile, a$ Marines 
of the 6 th Defense Battalion and the ground 
a hrinn of VMSB 2S1 were putting final toui jbu 
on their respective construction progrosriSi two 
t ,$00- ton japanise itsttoyers, comprising 0a 
ttroyer Division 7. Akebono and Ushto, under 
command of Captain Konishi, Kaname, sailed 
from Tokyo Bay with order* to proceed via cafe* 
fully planned routing to Midway. . I fleti tanker, 

Shiriya, would fuel (lion and art OS their train. 

A small task unit of the larger fbet which had 
sailed I rom ffiiokappti Btfy against Pearl Harbor 

four days earlier, an 26 Xoeemhet. I he destroyer 

division nnd Us tank*** was provisionally desig- 



nated ai Mid/ray Neutralization Unit, then ntis* 

■ 

stun being to neutralize the Naval Air Station Q 
thai place* 

Unknowing of .ill this 3 however the forces 0 

Midwa\ spent the week of 1 Drt embci much 8 

the) had spent past weeks; thai is, in improving 
gun croplacements, and unloading a cargo ship 
( iihI to them Sunday, 7 December, was mcrel 
the daj on whi< li the airplanes of VMSB 231 
weres( heduled to IK in to Eastern Island. 

"CwiQjaigius of the Pacific War," U. S. StrategjJ 
Bombing Sutvc^ 1 946 8 \h> W sWdRQ Si, tevtittofw cm 

.is Campaigns. 
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MARINES AT MIDWAY 



CHAPTER II C° meS t0 Mit,Wa y 



n the morning of 7 December, Midway's 
patrol planes were out early and on schedule, 

suib° f VP 2V * WCrC dronnin ^ alon £ P rc " 

b 1 k lOUL ' Mt> searches, and two more patrol 
fibers, enroute for ultimate delivery to the 
^Mands Kast Indies, had taken off for Wake 

tw Q ir p ^ ° n t!u " Sand Iyland sea P lane ram P* 
i> i s warmed up to rendezvous with and 

f ni the ex peeled Marine dive-bombing 

quacirr >n, VMSB 1>:>I + J 

racU 1 0630 (090 ° PearI Harbor limel * 3 Nitv > 
ltJ operator's "Z**-signal from Oahu broke 

ast? h *° Midwa Y with an itlklil ^ of thr 

as i 11 Harbor; a few minutes later, just 

C& ^ rn i> -Signal ( -oi ps detachment was re- 

offi^ S tllc SFimc wonl from Hwtain Field, an 
le ~ la *-lespaic h from die Commandant, Four- 
di r ! * ^ aVa ' District, confirmed the news and 
^h-\ ^ ' unrnl war l^ <ins l*B placed in 

frjn/ t< r lVaLllill U t*W Ottttih PBY's (which were 
lish h r ommnndeercd for VP 21) and cstab- 
. in S additional patrol sectors for the leinaiu- 
^^lirrrafi^ tJic Island Commander at 0918 
j j CtCLl lhat the Gih Defease Rattalinn which 

ord - l ° 9,J0 alreat '> t aclal in antici P ;uion su« h 
a s-_- g a (o g Cnrra | q !Uir t ers. 

th G 3erila ' n ^ cr f| f Lni1 cte? vvas spent in murh 
j* *arric type of activity as was frantically go- 
hl a ^ catl 011 other outlying United States 
ar >ds; preparations for blackout, issue of ^dd'i- 

bc r aru ^ subsequent details as tn I he da> of 7 Qeq in 

. ° n Midway arc la ken from War Diary, NA5 S Midway, 



eheek of communications. All lights and naviga- 
tional aids were extinguished. 

By nightfall, with defenses still manned, Mid- 
way — which now was not to receive VMSB- 2 3 1 , 
due to the Levht^totis diversion to an attempt to 
locate the Japanese Pearl Harbor striking force- 
was buttoned up, and all search planes had re* 
turned with negative reports, 

At I 842, however, just after evening twilight, 
a Marine lookout observed a flashing light some 
distance to the southwest of Sand Island, Al- 
though this soon disappeared, it was, undoubt- 
edly, a visual signal among the Japanese ships of 
the Midway Neutralization Unit. Although lights 
were not again seen, the one operational radar 
on Sand Island began picking up what seemed to 
be surface targets southwest of Sand Island about 
2130. At almost the same time, observers in two 
searchlight posi lions, which were equipped with 
powerful HX r >(> night glasses, reported Lt shapes" to 
se.iward in the same area as the radar contacts 
just men tinned. Mile commanding officer of the 
searchlight battery (Battery G. First Lieutenant 
Alfred L. Booth) immediately requested permis- 
sion to illuminate, but this was refused on the 
ground that it might disclose our positions pre- 
maturely. Further, at this time it was erroneousK 
believed that friendly ships were in the vicinity, 
and this doubt had resulled in issuance of strict 
orders against any firing or illumination except on 
specific orders from the battalion I onimandciv 



t( \ hereinafter eked as NAS Diuty 
7 Sr«flL3- 4.-5 .5 



'Letter from Lirulrailltl Colonel Alfred L. Booth to 
CMC, 27 January 1948, hereinafter cited as Booth: and 
Irtler J mm LtenU mint Colonel Loien S, Fraser to CMC. 
hereinafter cited as Prasrr, 
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JAPANESE DESTROYER. USHIO, which shelled Midway on the nighl of 7 December 1941, rirlcs ai her last anchorage, after ''j 1 ' 

end of the war. Of all the enemy vessels winch participated in tlie Pearl Harbor attack, this lone destroyer was the OW 
one afloat on VJ-day. 



Akebono and Ushio, the two enemy destroyers 
whose mission was to bombard Midway, made 
their landfall about 2130, having left the tanker. 
Shirty a, at a rendezvous some 15 miles to south- 

tWafd, Within a few minutes they were on 
station southwest of Sand Island for the first fifing 
run, and their twin 5-inch mounts were already 
trained toward Midway. 

At 2135, the first salvo ( rac ked out, and war 

had (nine to Midway. 

During the first part of his run. Captain Koni- 

shi's shells landed short: just between Sand 
Island's u.M beach and the reef. Then, as the 
Japanese destroyers Steamed slowl) northeast- 
ward, closing the ranuc somewhat, the salvos 
walked onto target, first hitting near Battery A, 
the 5-inch seacoasl unit at the south end of Sand 



Island, and then bracketing the Sand Island 
power plant, a reinfort ed-eoni rete structure ab° 
in use as a Command post by one platoon oi 
Battery H | .50 caliber antiaircraft machine gun 

At this juncture, not having yel received retuffl 
fire, and seemingly not having inflicted damage 
Captain Konishi ceased firing while his ship 8 
closed the ratlge and took station for a second 
run. 

Ashore, meanwhile, Condition One had becfl 
immediately resumed by the defense battalion- 
and the telephone lines leading to and froU* 

Colonel Shannon's headquarters were jammed 
with excited i eports. 

Although the Japanese commander did n° [ 
realize it, his initial shelling had put a roufld 
through an air port into the reinforced concrete 



12 




Power plant just mentioned, This station was 
^ ann r<l b) First Lieutenani George EL Cannon 
*J*d three enlisted assistants, -ill of whom were 
eit her wounded or stunned. ( lannon himself was 
injured; his communication c hief. Cor- 
^Harold R. Hazdwood, sustained a fractured 
and Platoon Sergeant W illiam A. Barbour 

^ cC an arikle smashed Despite his own wound, 

q rus «cd pei\ is accompanied by profuse bleeding, 
^. 1,1110,1 remained conscious and refused evacua- 
ln] ( ' ln ' lln ' J> rces teblishment () f communications 
' . lhc evacuation of others from the strut tine, 
c mtwioir of which had been scarred and raked 
^j^^astand fragments. Finally, after Hazelwood, 
^ s pite his own wound, had managed t<> get the 

n ^| la S c d switchboard back into operation, Can- 
Was removed fon rifely from his post, to die 
JJ^utes later at the battalion aid station. 3 
** ^148, as Konishi's destroyers reopened fire 
s ^ 0ser range, ( iommander Simard gave ( iolonel 
1: T 0019 permission to engage enem} targets .is 
j *' u - 1 lie Japanese snips were now steam- 
1$ * or thea$t 3 filing up the long axis of Sand 
. nd, Although thej were being tracked visually 
^ lc Crews of Lieutenant Booth's searchlights, 
^ I n gpestion of communications still prevented 
tlt ter from gaining permission to illuminated 
Japanese shells hail hit the new Sand 

j IU ' lllt ' S(,;i pliine hangar, the roof of which bursl 

"^nie while the Marine antiair< raft machine 
n, 1 ^ 11 ^ lll(,,rnn concentrated, despite the mem) 
to \° n kwcring their weapons and ammunition 
a lr ground before the (lames could consume 
| a \ m ' VVitl1 t,R * blading hangai as .« beacon, the 

P^tncsc shifted ine to other structures on the 
k ^' including the Pan Aii radio beacon, the 

*J d ty and adjacent simps. 
. 1 2 1 53j orders linalK reached the searchlights 

lid U r nim ' ,tr enem\ ships. B\ now, only Seareh- 
J** 2, on the south end of Sand Island, would 
' > and this promptly flashed on, silhouetting 
_ Akebono approximately 2,500 yards south of 



] 94 fron, c:ol. Le wis A Holm to CMC, 10 January 

I • » hereinafter cited as Hohu. Foi this devotion to duty, 
th IJt, '"« , ')i Cannorj was posthumously awarded the Con- 

, u ' Vmo "-«1 Medal Of Honor, being the first Marine to be so 
in World War 11. Corporal IL./rlwood received 



*, p. 2. 



1STLT. GEORGE H. CANNON, posthumously awarded die 
Medal of Honor for his heroic refusal to be evacuated from 
his post, despite mortal wounds, until his unit's communi- 
cations had been re-established during the Japanese bom- 
bardment of 7 December I'M!. 

the position, A moment Liter, an enenn salvo 
fell withill a few \ards, and COnCUSSioB knocked 
the light's feed mechanism out of position, thus 
extinguishing tin beam. At ting in ,i split se< ond, 
one of the crewmen, trained for just such an 
emergency, readjusted the delicate 'and red- 
hot i mechanism in the dark, and the light was 
back iu action and on target. 

A few minutes earlier, just at the instant when 

word was being passed to commence firing, an 

enemy shell hit and burst within 18 inches of the 
plotting room of the fi-iueh battery (A) on the 
south end of Sand Island, and severed an tele- 
phone lines of the battery's interioi and exterior 
communications. This was particularly unfortu- 
nate since Battery A was the unit under whose 
gun$ the enenn destroyers were about to be il- 
luminated, and the loss of interior communication 
prevented firing data or any fire commands from 
reaching the guns themselves. 1 

1 ibid. 

7 Fraser. 
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Only one battery could now bear effectively. 
This was i\ :>-in( h antiaircraft unit (Battery I), 
Captain Jean H. Buckner on the southeast shore 
oi Sand Island, From which Buckner could even 

discern the large Japanese battle-flag Hying from 
the Akebono*s foremast. 

\s soon as (he enemy target had been illumi- 
nated, Buckner ordered his battery into action, 

taking i are, however, (o direct gun captains to 
make sure that their fire would not endanger 
adjacent sections. Each gun captain checked his 
line of fire, and then, in Bu< kner's words, 

Sergeant Lelert on Gun 2 loaded his gun hut 

upon checking for safety * * * discovered 
that it was pointed directly at the pit occupied by 

(iunnery Servant Pulliman and me. lie informed 

Pulliman of this fact over the mm control phone 
and w isely held his fire. * * * 

Batten D's other guns, however, commenced fir- 
ing as Buckner and his lire controlmen prepared 
to spot when the splashes appeared. None could 
be made out. however, despite the excellent illumi- 
nation, which seemed to indicate that the shells 



were either passing through the superstructure < 
into the hull. 

Meanwhile, Battery B, a 5-incfa unit on Hast- 
en) Island First Lieutenant Rodney M. Hand- 
ley), made 4 preparations to open lire, and .50 
caliber antiaircraft. machine guns, well wit 

range, peppered the enemy ships, arching 

tracer streams toward their targets. 

At 2158, live minutes after Searchlight 2 had 
Struck arc, just as it appeared to observers that 
Handlev's opening salvos had hulled the Ushio* 
now visible astern of AkebonO, the Japanese sue- ; 
( ceded in shooting out the searchlight. Smoke ap* 
peared to be "pouring" from Ushio, and tW 

enemy ships ceased (ire, retiring to the southv 
into their ow n snru >ke/ 

\\ hat damage had actually been sustained 
the Japanese ships remains a moot que 
battery I) had hied 13 rounds of 3-ind|, and 



Some observers on Midway believed that this wad ' 
smoke screen and not the result ot our lire. For a detailed 
accounl ot Batten duel with Akebono, tee append** 
[V. 





SAND ISLAND SEAPLANE HANGAR, A TWO-TIME LOSER under the enemy attacksol 7 December 1941 and 4 June 1 9 42, smould- 
ers as a result of its status as the most conspicuous target on Sand Island 
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aticry B, nine rounds of 5-incbi Enemy recfrrds 
4I id logs aiT neither fully av ailable not specific 
Wl th regard to this engagement. Midway obscrv- 
tls agree that die 3-inch battery secured at least 

rcc hits, yet it is equally certain that both ships 
u - tu 'necl io Japan under their own power as 
P ttmed." Some light, how e\ ei\ is shed upon this 
question by the report of Capt. J + H, Hamilton, 
Pj'ot of the Pan American aircraft, Philippine 
~**PP&r 3 which was in flight at this time from 
w *ke to Midway, 

, T he Philippine Clipper, flying at J 0,000 feet 
131 flight moonlight, saw below it an intense fire 
^ surface of the sea, by the light of which 

i: awpiii»m t p. 20, 



could also be discerned the wakes of two ships, 
apparently cruisers. 1 " Their position was 35 miles 
west by south of Midway, and their apparent 
course was 240° magnetic, reported Hamilton. It 
st ems at least probable that these were Akchono 
and Vshio, and, if so, that one of them was then 
on fire, which would indicate that the Marine 
batteries had left their mark upon the enemy;' 1 

On Midway, meanwhile, all action centered 
on damage control, care for the casualties, and a 
not altogether Successful attempt to send out 
PBY's to locate and attack the hostile force, a 
project further confused by n profusion of dubious 
radar reports which came in throughout the night. 
Several buildings had been hit m partially de- 
stroyed, and a considerable quantity of Navy 
stores lost, mainly incident to the burning of the 
hangar. 

In casualties, the raid had cost the nth Defense 
Battalion two killed and 10 wounded, while the 
Naval Air Station had lost two killed. 1 " 

10 In common with tfc defenders of Wake, Midway's 
men, unfamiliar with i nnny vessels, mistook destroyers for 
n uiserx Further, in the confusion of the initial attack, 
Colonel Shannon believed that the enemy force had prob- 
atrf) totaled four .ships instead of two, as was actually tl>e 
rase. In this connection. Colonel Ilohn comments: 

L "lt is perhaps understandable why the report was made 
of four enemy ships made a firing run heading in general in 
ri northerly direction, after which there was silence and 
darkness for some minutes ; ihm two ships started a firing 
run from a position much further south. It was discussed 
and realized at the time by ;i number of people * * * 
that it was probable that the same two ships had made 
both runs, but it is seldom that conservatism wins out in 
reports of action against the enemy/' 

" Interview of Capt. J. H. Hamilton by Assistant DIO, 
] 4 ili Naval District, 8 December 1941, p. 2, hereinafter 
cited at Hamilton* 

y - Statistics from Casualty Division, Marine Corps Head- 
quarters, and Bureau of Naval Personnel. 
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MARINES AT MIDWAY 



CHAPTER 



Girding for Battle 



.Wiry the someu hai shaking &\ cuts <>f 7 Decem- 
ber; Midway, no teas iIku* Peari Harbor, pre- 

pjnd for ttie worst with full anticipation that it 
would ( om<\ Wake, it was known from scant des- 
pah In s and In' rumor. u,h undergoing continu- 
ous Attack; JohttStOH and Palmyra had hern 

shelled; VP 21, with all combat aircrafi then on 

Midway, had been withdrawn; and it was be- 
lieved that, with the Fleet in its t rippled status, 

little could be attempted i<> assist Midway should 

that atoll become! (he next target, lu this frame 
of mind, and on short rations,' the nth Defense 

Battalion worked grimly to make every possible 
improvement in existing defense installations. 

On 17 December, however, the first tcinfon e- 
ments arrived. These were 17 SB2TJ 3*s of 

Marine OUt-Bombing Si [U ad roll 2 ; I VMSB 

231 | which the LexmgUm had originally set 6uj 
to deliver l () days earlier, on 7 December, when 

lh .1 led alter Uie attack. 1 ad b\ die Squadron 
^mmaiidei, Maj. Clarence J. ( ihappell, Jr. \ and 

.is^isied in overwatcr navigation h\ a PBY ol 
Patrol VViuL' 1) the obsolescent Vindicators, as 
they were styled, had sne< cssfully completed be- 
tween 0630 and 1550 the. Ij:i7-mile hop front 

I In kan i Field, Oahu. This was then the longest 
single-engine landplanc massed tli&hi of record, 

and had been (airied nut with no sulfate icseue 

1 Instituted originally as an economy nj? ainst possible 
isolation during tlie first days of the war, this < aistoiu car- 
ried over for reasons of convenience and conformity to 
tin d.iily routine which stihscque&riy prevailed, (See p. 
18 ) 



craft available. As one of the defense battalW 
officers ("First Lieutenant David w Silve) & 
ported : 

The men stood on top of their yam emplacement 
and cheered when the planes droned overhead 

l hey represented a real Christmas present, 

Within less than two days, ground rcinfon^' 

ments. hardK less needed than VMSB 2 -1, had 
been embarked at h ail in the L . s. s. Wrtghl 
on 19 December were underway for Midway 1 
These were Batteries A and i 1th Defense Ba* 
talion, PMF (both 54nch seacoasl batteries, m 1 ' 
der command of Capt < lusiis Burton^ Jr. ) bring' 
ing with them, in addition to miscellaneous sup* 

plies of all types. Hie NaVj 7-inch and M-iiuf' 
guns, will) necessary materiel, which had bee' 1 
Shipped to Pearl Harbor for Midwav prior to tW 

outset <>1 war. On Christmas Eve die reinfdrc* 

mentS arrived, and Colonel Shannon losl no h" 1 ' 

in turning over to Captain Burton with one bat' 
tcrj A the mission of installing, organizing, afl ( ' 

manning the 7-inch and the uim h batteries to W 
emplacedon Eastern Island. To first Licutenafi' 
Lewis A. Jones, wh<> commanded Battery C d 

this groups die assignment was to earn out * 

8 CO, MAG-2 1 ttlia] 1 1 73, to MGC, 19 December 1941' 
The reason for this fltght r J tala-oll from the Army ficlA 
Hirkam, was thai Ku.i's nmwavs were too short to pert* 
Jpcjl hravily loaded planes to get off with entire safety 
One additional pilot, 2d Lt. Richard L. Wain, 000 
tin same (light 10 days later, in ordrr to bring the squ.^' 
ion 10 full complement of IB planes. Rlain accompanied * 
PBY, and, due to headwinds, required 12 hours to cord' 
pktC the trip. 
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similar role with regard to the Navy 3-inch bat- 
^ planned for Sand Island.' 

I his reinforcement, amounting to approxi- 
mately 100 officers and men, was followed, m \\ 
uJ^ a wclcomc Christmas gift in the form of 
Brewster F2A-3 Marine fighters, composing 
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air echelon of Marine Fighting Squadron 221 
lVMF^221) 5 which flew in from the U. S. S. 
* Ta t°ga> then near Midway, retiring after the 
abortive attempt to rdieve Wake. VMF-221, 
^mantled hy Ma j Qr Vmtc j MKlaul, had 
^P ri ally been slated to reinforce Wake's depleted 
^F-211, and Midway was the next most im- 
W*Wt destination. Without delay, the fighter 
S( l u adr<j n f t i ie fi rst suc j 1 t o garrison Midway), 

CQr umeneed its daily routine of airsearch and 
Patrolling/ 

On 2G JXxcmbcr Midway received its final 
^ajnr reinforcement of I lie month; the arrival of 

* ^* Tangier, the seaplane lender also origi- 
nally despatched to Wake bearing a relieving 

>rc e of Marines and much defensive materiel. 
0,11 the Tangier the <>ih Defense Battalion re- 
j Clv ^l Baticry % 4th Defense Battalion (First 

j (nj|( ^irn frank G. Umstcad ) ; additional nia- 
. Jnc gunners and 12 antiaircraft machine gum 

fj m th c Special Weapons Group of that same 

d Ualirm; an aviation contingent of three officers 
Vv ' ^ J ^Bated Marines (the ground echelon of 
lV 221 ) ; aviation supplies; additional radar; 
^ u l m tic h-n ceded base-defense artillery materiel. 
,; leui ^nant llmskmPs 5-inch battery (B) was 
©Vferi the assignment of installing lUU \ manning 
, c 0l 'icr 7-inch battery lo be located south of 

c ra dio station on Sand Island. 5 

As of Neve Years Day, 1942, therefore, Mid- 
Ha )' Was already garrisoned by a Marine force 
Con sistin K r 0 f a strongly reinforced defense bat- 

n r-r 

^ nistonciJ Section interview with t,t, Col. Cwstis Bur- 
fc 3 >(i September J 947, hereinafter cited a* But ton. 

* tWQ Eastern Island batteries (SM^m d lo Captmfl Bw- 
I ( h ^iii located side by sid<- on the south short- of the 
^ n<J i neat the western tip, and the Sand Island 3 -inch 
altl^ ^ altf - r V was t0 l JC srt U P hard by the Cable Station, 

n £ thi: north shore of Sand Island. (See map M 
history of Marine Fighting Squadron 22 1 undated 
" nd Witho, 

^"■:>ftc r citrd as VMF-SSt U > 
* b ' d > P ^ and/Jwr^^p- I. 



Eta H]t ' ICfUt indication of authorship, p. 5 (believed to 
Hiw^" ' nit ' ;ilrd ScCond Francis P. McCarthy), 



tahon, one fighting and one scout-bomber squad- 
ron. 

The build-up on Eastern Island had been, and 
would continue particularly impressive as a major 
air base took shape. A report submit led early in 
January 1912, by Lt. Col William J. Wallace, 
who on 9 January had been ordered out as com- 
manding officer of the entire Marine Aviation 
Detachment, tells of the erection of individual 
aircraft bunkers and underground personnel 
shelters, of emergency and stand-by fueling ex- 
pedients being devised, of radar calibrations so 
I hat inexperienced operators could learn some- 
thing of the then-mysterious instruments. To as- 
sist during this phase. Colonel Wallace was fortu- 
nate in having with him Major Walter jL J + Bay- 
U r\ the Marine aviation officer who had been sent 
back from W ake with that atolPfl last reports/* 

That the zeal and vigor with which defensive 
preparations and training wvw being prosecuted 
on Midway were not wasted, was shortly to be 
demonstrated. 

On 25 January, at 1748, during twilight gen- 
eral quarters (an clement of Midway's daily 
routine which would pay oil on subsequent oc- 
casions as well) a Japanese submarine, the I- 1 7 'J. 
surfaced abruptly, due south of the mouth of 
Brooks Channel (between Sand and Eastern 
Islands) , and opened fire on Sand Island. Al- 
though the sun had set more than 20 minutes 
previously, the enemy ship was distinctly visible 
in the afterglow as she cruised slowly westward, 
apparently trying to knock out the radio station, 
the masts of which afforded a conspicuous direct- 
lire target. Within less than one minute, Battery 
D (3-inch ) had a two-gun salvo on the way; fol- 
lowed by another, both on local control; there- 
after, as the battery's director picked up the prob- 
lem and electric power went on, the entire four- 
gun unit went into action. A bracket was quickly 
obtained, followed by a reported water- line hit, 
after which the submarine crash-dived at 1751. 
In the brisk three minutes of action. Sand Island 
and the adjacent lagoon had received 10 to 15 
indiscriminate hits, and Captain Buckncrs Bat- 



4 Wallace, William J., Lt, Col., personal letter to Col. 
Claude A. Larkin, 18 January 1942. 
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u i\ I) toad expended 24 rounds with what effect 

i ne «>n M rdwaj could >a\ . 

Less than 36 hours hxtf 9 however, the officers 
and men of the 1. S", s - ( >n<l-i <n\. a submarine on 
war patrol northwest ol Midway, found them- 
selves able tO I 1 <>v -<' the hooks on / T73* 

In a position some 240 miles west bj north oi 

Midwa) on (he mornim; of 27 Januan, the 

GudgtiQti, < i uisinu partialis submerged, came 
upnn the / 173 underway on the surface, pro* 

Deeding at approximately (6 knots, h was the 

matter oi (noraenl to maneuvei cnto position 
for a shot; a spread of three torpedoes was fired; 

and within two minutes the unmistakable .oik us- 

sion of torpedo hits announced destructiort ol the 
enerri) submarine w hi< h had shelled Midway. 

To weeks later, almost to the minute, at 1805; 
;; Fcbruary 3 under identical conditions, another 
eneim submarine appeared due south (, 1 Sand 
Island, less than lyOQO yards offshore! and again 
opened fire <>n the radio towers. This time it was 
.1 a-im h ham i \ \ Captain Loren S; Eraser 
wlndi ^potted the bombarding encm) bj her 
initial n- 1 lash. Before three Japanese shells had 
hit, Batten A had returned two rounds, and the 
submarine ceased firing and submerged. Damage 
ashore had actuall) been sustained, although 
serious onl\ in polentialit) ;i « on, rele nia^a/ine 

had been hit ; fortunately the small-arm- ammuni- 

tibn within was not detonated.' 

Probablj it was the same Japanese submarine 

whi< h reappeared two days later at l 75.8 on 10 
February, This time unfortunately lor the Japa- 
nese when the ship sulfa* ed at inueh the saun 
position as the BfSt maiaud<i BOIlth <»f the cn- 
tranpe to Brooks Channel , a section of two 
Marine fighters Byfrig the sunset antisubmarine 

patrol established as a result of the two previous 
bombardments was almost direeth overhead at 

I ^500 ft < t . The submarine had time t»> gej nil two 
rounds, both of which hit in the lagoon, before 
1 iist Lit utenanl John I . I iare\ , pilot of one oi tin 

ain raft, observed the ship* notified his ndngmati 
CO, Bth Defense Battalion Report kg Commandant 

Hth Naval District. _>n J;niu.-rv 1942, 

M.\M',C, p 19, •«I , I M ,,t,ix suhni.u in. Mnkimj-. : and 
■ poi I GudgWIi'i Bill WW |);ait)l 

CQ, 6th Defense BattaBon repon to COj Marine 
tour,. K4tfi Naval District, 6 February ©42, and SAS 

Dm?) , that date. 



Second Lieutenant Philip K. W hile and pull^ 

up into .i brief i timb in order t<> arm bombs ai» 

gain altitude for a dlVtng attack. Both pilots r^ 

leaded bombs, se< ured gratifying i lose near missfl 
and strafed as tlx submarine began to submerge 
just at the moment when the 6th Defense Bat' 
talion s batteries were going into at don, and tM 

was the last time for man\ months thai Midway 

w a- troubled bj enemy submarines/ 0 

By this date fll* pattem Of wartime lib 
Midwa] had heen well established. Since -except 
«>n Johnston Lland, where similar routine pi' 
vailed tl»i- k pattem was unique in the Marin* 
experience of the Racifu warj it- description 11 
the following passage by Lieutenant Colonel M 1 
( flash an" is oi parti< uiar interest : 
ol particular interest : 

Since Midway was. to m\ knt »w ledi»e. the GUi) 

place f$ic I in ouk armed forces to here underground 
living prevailed, except while in contact with tW 
< nem\ or under attack, brief comment on our w&j 
<>l life is in order; Breakfast, supper^ and a midnigW 

n.uk with hot eollee were served to all position 

from the central gallej in food containers b) truck- 
Since we Mood a morning and evening stand-hy 
there was ooi time t<> serve a apon meal during tW 

dav . as tin prot v>s of distributing food to the wide!) 

dispersed gun positions bj i"<>d container and get* 

ting ilieiu rt turned and ( leaned lor the next tti£* 

was a length) one. All food was prepared at 
main galley in the newly completed barracks when' 

the men would also gq dm in- the dav in m<< v 
mrnts lo bathe The lack Of a nOOH meal was quitt 

disconcerting to uew arrivab, but they s<>nn becau^ 

acCilStomcd tO it ami ac tually were in much betC 

health. When conditions permitted, movies wcrt 
held in a blackedrout warehouse during the da\ afld 

men nil wateh eould <jo. But the high point of eacH 

day was the ftoon libation of two beers at tW 
"CO, VMF 221 r. pon pi submarine contacl to Q0j 

MAC It, 1! Frh.ua.A ]<)!L>. and CO 6th DclVnsr Ba*" 

ialion repon to (.c. Marine Pdrccsj Uth Waval DistHc^ 
10 Fcbruan t94l Despite the pilot* agg»ttive and 
prompt . o i . 1 1 1 ; . Koweycr, there is no rccotd oi the loss 0 ' 
.in- enenij submarine in ilns area of about this tiino 
J AN EC, i>. I. A Japanese landsilj washed ashore shortly 

$£% ivsard, 1. (I to Speculation aa to whether the gun C*C* 
rniuht not haw l.rrn ah.mdon, d \vti« n this suhtuai i" 1 

cmh-dived 

"MeClashan. Rol.ro ( ., la. ( nl.. official r. pK to 
loriral Sf * t i<m (|uestionitaii r, 12 August 19t7, pp. 1 6— 1 
ln r < mallei cited as M < ( ilnshun . Colone l MeClashn' 1 

♦served as operations officer (Sn • of the * • 1 1 * Defend 

Battalion throughout this period, and is one of the moS* 
rmpOTtant surviving sources. 
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| L J.m L ,RA L K,MES ' Wamiw air commands durihg the 

,,< " «»l Midway, stands in front (if his camouflaged niuler- 

" Un< i command post on Eastern Island. 

^ * * * Swimming was allowed in pertain 
,l 1 ,Vils but helmets and side arms had to be worn t<> 
^•'^••uli and at all other times. Colonel Shan- 
es insistence on the wearing of the helmet and 
carrying of rill- s at all times was the subject of an 
' N( ' linn cartoon, which the colonel hugely enjoyed. 

* depicted a Marine, naked save for a helmet. 
,lrt, KL. -belt and rifle, dipping a toe in the water 

Prior to diving in. 

All activities away From hattlr stations had to l>< 
' i,,n, 'd on during the day, and after the evening 

'"kI-|)\ everyone went underground lor the nighl 

XM 'pt for the men on watch above ground. Slccp- 
Underground has its good points as it quiet, 

H ,< is 1 1 * > early stm to bother one after a nighl on 
^ ,lh m and there is .1 greal feeling of security From 
^ r prisc submarine attack It is true dial the dugouts 

v !' r( ' Often hot in the summer months and Cold in 

| x,n,r i .mil .it lirsi \N<-r<- much too crowded and 
,u *ed proper ventilation, but by and targe it was a 
v * pleasant cxistew e< 

Colonel Shannon "-slept* 1 in a small room <>|| the 
,| ! ,, ' n CP operations center and heard nearly every 

l J ' u »ne ( all or report th;tt came in. One tiling that 



COUld never be said Dj the old man. was that he 
Jacked energy or attention to duty. lie* would end a 
2.")-c(>n'ee-eu|) dav with three or four cups of hot 
black eollee at midnight and then turn in and fall 
asleep instantly. If anything happened lie was im- 
mediately aw ake and he never slept later than 0500, 
bring awakened about a halt-hour before morning 
twilight. The stall officer on watch would have to 

furnish him with a report of conditions obtained 

from the lighthouse tower lookout immediately upon 
awakening him. The report would include: radar 
reports, weather wind, clouds, height of breakers 
on reef, visibility . tide. moon, events ol the flight, 
and status of communications . And woe to the of- 
ficer who didn't know every one of those tilings ac- 
curate]) and in the specified terminology, After the 

report was property rendered, the colonel would 
relax and start his coll'ee marathon with the cup 
that was always hot and read\ for his awakening. 

As the Winter Wore OO, Midway's Marine avia- 
tion component began to feel the effects of the 
general expansion of Marine ( orps aviation as a 
whole. The two squadrons and their small provi- 
sional headquarters were formed on 1 March into 

what they in fact already were, an air group: 
MAG 22> At the same time, each squadron w as 
split in two and brought again to strength by new 
personnel. As a result for the time being — 
MAG -^(onsistedof YMF 1 and YMF 222; 
and of VMSB 241 and VSMB 242, 
On 20 April, Licutcnani Colonel Walla< e, who 

had seen MAG 22 through its teething Stage, was 

relieved in command b) Major Ira L. Kimes. At 
the same time, Major Chappell VMSB -Ml 
was replaced by Major Lofton R. Henderson. 

l ln- was a bllS) lime for MAG 22, which was 
then engaged in converting Kastcrn Island from a 

mil dl advanced ait base to a major installation 
capable of handling as many squadrons and t\ pes 
as could physically be accommodated and pro- 
tected. A detailed account of the Maiine Air 
( (roup's labors and tribulations during this period 
arc Contained in appendix V. 



'-\ Ml JJ'J am! YSMB J4 12 wert transferred (person- 
nel Only) from Midway on 12 April 1942 and pl.iv MO 

farther rate in 1 1 1 i s history, the ultimate net effect of the 

reorganizations bring that Midway *S Marine .ivi.mon HTM 
now organized into MAG-22 composed of YMF 221 and 
YSMB 241, with the s.nn. complement of aircraft as 
previously. YSMB '2'M , in name only, was tiansfeired on 
paper to MAG 2M. in the Hawaiian area, but the squad- 
ron's personnel remaine d at Midwav under the nrw desig- 
nation. I'Afh 221 History, p. |6. 
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On 10 March, shortly after this reorganization, 
the Marine fighter squadrons got their first op- 
portunity against enemy aircraft, Radar contact 
was made that morning at 1030 on what de- 
veloped to be a Japanese four-engined " Mavis" 
(Kawanishi 97, probably from Wake) approxi- 
mately 45 miles west of Midway (which, in the 
argot of its fighter-director officers, was code- 
named "Alcatraz" ) . Twelve fighters, under Capt* 
Robert M. Haynes, were vectored out, of which 
a four- plane division commanded by Captain 
James L. Nccfus made contact with the enemy 
flying boat at 10,000 feet. Following this, in the 
words of the Squadron's historian : 

Captain Nccfus made the first pass, drew smoke 
from one engine, and the target dove for a cloud 



bank at 3,000 feet. Lieutenants McCarthy and 
Somers made modified overhead passes (one each) 
before the patrol bomber reached the cloud bank- 
Marine Gunner Die key made a tail approach an J 
received a wound in his left shoulder and sevefl 
bullet holes In his plane, * * * Captain 
Neefus was able to return and make a second pass- 
Dropping below the cloutfe, scattered, burning 
debris was observed on the surface of the water- 
I his was the first enemy pl;mc to be shot down by 
Group 22. The officers that participated in the fight 
received a bottle of bourbon and contra! u la lion* 
from Lieutenant Colonel Wallace and his staff. 13 

11 VMF-221 History, p. 17. In addition to Lhe bourbon, 
these individuals subsequently were decorated by Admiral 
Nil nit/. Full names and ranks of the other pilots partici- 
pating were 1st Lts. Fnmtis P, McCarthy and Charles 
W. Somers, Ji\, acid Marine Gunner Robert L> Dickey. 
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^MIRAL NIMITZ FINDS OUT FOR HIMSELF thai Midway $ defenders are ready to mm the forthcoming Japanese attack, 
l ,c Pacific commander in chief is just emerging from one of the hundreds of Marine dugouts and defensive positions which 
( - Personally inspected during his dramatic pre-hallle visit to Midway. 



During the month of April 1942, although 
^Qtines on Midway did not know this, the Japa- 

ne *c Combined Fleet was commencing carrier 

operational training Md rehearsals for an opera- 
tion against Midway, in the plans jor which tin 
Ja pancse high command rightly stated, "Midway 
Qct s 05 a sentry for Hawaii." 

«f? order to reach the Hawaiian pri.e which 
W been so nearly in their grasp daring Decern- 
° e r 1941, it would be necessary to obtain Mid- 
reasoned the enemy:' When, on /« April 
$42* Army planes launched from the U. S. S. 
Il ornct, raided Tokyo, it was believed by the 
' Q panese that these had eome from Midway, an 

11 'The Japanese Story of the Battle of Midway;' The 
Review, May 19-17, p. 5, hereinafter cited as ONI 



estimate which farther whetted Japanese eager- 
ness to obtWk control of the atoll.™ 

Set in a background of strategic diversionary 
operations, the enemy plan against Midway called 
for three days of attack and preloading softening 
by a power j id carrier task force variously entitled 
the First Air Fleet, First Attack Force. Mobile 
l ; orcc, or Striking Force; this force (and a sap- 
porting surface force) was also to await favorable 
opportunity for surface action against whatever 
strength the still-weakened United States Pacific 
Fleet could muster. Proceeding toward Midway 
via a different route would be the Occupation 
Force, a heavily escorted slower group of am- 

* USSBS, Interrogation Nav No. 13, Captain Watanahc, 
V., IJN, 15 October 1945, p. 6f> ; hereinafter cited as 
Watannbe. 
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f* hi hiotts shipping bearing landing jon e and base- 
development eUmmis whit h wew $$4 m tstak* 
lish a seaplane base at Knre Island, Midway's 
nearest neighbor* approximately 55 miles west by 
north. 

Ihe actual landing on Midway was to he at- 
torn /)b shed by apprournaidy I >5f)0 Spetial Naval 
Landing Foree I r oops who wo aid storm Sand 
Island: and by J 0)0 Army troops of the Ikki 
Del at hment . to land™ on Eastern Island. Sum- 
marizing the enemy landhg plan. Captain 
TuYiDua anted; 

Wc uere gftirtg in approach ihe m>uUi s^d.c ($] 
MicKva\ srndtnt; out landing boats as far as the 
rcrb V\ 1 ' had many different kinds or landing boats 
hut did not think thai many would he able to pass 
nvt r 1 1 1 e ■ rcclV 11 tliry go l stuck tke personnel wrrc 

supposed to tramaVi to t ubbcr landing boats* We 
had i-lcntv of equipmrni Tor a three moriths 1 occu- 
pation WitfaoOl help, bul uere nut sun' of our 

boats. 11 

Asimdl elements in the landing would he btnlrd 
rp liy the Nth and 12th Comtrut lion Battalions 
plus miseellaneous baye-tlevelopmeni dettt< !t- 
ments. "The Navy;* added an opera turn plan for 
the Ikki Detat hment , '"plans to destroy the senile - 
trig enemy fleet;' 18 

R\ late April, it was suspected strongly by I he 
V 11 i led State RftEiJk High Command that the 
enemy plans just described were well along tow ard 
ctmsummation, and, although Admiral King in 
Washington still included Oah 11 as a possible tar- 
gel. Admiral Nimitz placed Midway as most 
probable. 

To Marines on the atoll, the lirst folding of all 
this was betrayed on 2 May by the mi expected 
arrival via PBY-5A of Admiral Nimitz himself. 
Accompanied by a considerable stafT group, the 

Ynsumi, 1JN, I October p, 250; hen -i nafle r died as 

In yaw a. Further dermis as to Lhe plnn and trV Ikki Dn- 
tnchr'nrni nre f i oiti "Japanese L.uul Force* No, 20 Octo- 
ber 1 942, a transition by JICPOA, Ju-rriiiyfl.fr med ;is 
Report* The Ikki Detat hment menrioned feexc is the 
same one which was desbntd to be annihilaied by Minim 
al ih Battle of ihe Ti nam, 21 August ! 942, on Guadub 
tanal The unit b soui' l hues referred lo chr [child De- 

lament because Lhe Japanese characters for ^ikki" and 
"irhikr are idi mical 

17 Ibid, 
Ibid. 



i ionimander-m-Chief inspected e\crv installation 
on Midway willi the greatest thoroughness, ani 
at the conclusion of a hard day's climbing, duck' 
ing, and keen observing, the admiral asked Cdl^ 
uel Sharmou to (enumerate the major items he 
would require to hold Midway against a Large 
scale attack. After Shannon had staled his re 1 
quiremciiis which were necessarily consider 
able Admiral Nimiu asked, U U 1 get you $ 
these I hings you say you need, then can you hold 
Midway against a major amphibious assault:'* 1 
kt Yes, sir M ; replied Colonel Shannon, 
Smiling and appearing L0 relax, the aching 
then ordered the Marine commander to subtfU 1 
direct to CinOPac a detailed list of all supplied 
and equipment required for a decisive defense ci 
Midway. If available, he promised, ihese WQ$ 
be obtained iinrncdi.iLclv.' : ' On 7 May, Criiowd 
Shannon liatl compiled his list, and lids was iht^ 
duly submilted by the naval commandant of uV 
aloll, Com in in icier Simard. 

Within less i ban a ^eek, in fulfillment of Ad- 
miral Nimitzs promise, Marines and maleri^ 
were being embarked in ihe Hawaiian a rea to 
mian e Midway, w hie lb ihe Mcci command vi& 
now certain, was the intended enemy target. 

Three more 3 -inch antiaircraft batteries ( 1- 
guns in all ) a :l7-mm + an I iaircrafl ballery ( .cigh 1 
guiis) and a ^(Vnnn. antiaircrafl ballei^ (1^' 
guns), were to be attached temporarily from 
Id Defense BailalioiMlien at Pearl Harbor;- 11 '^ 0 
rille companies of i!ie 2d Marine Raider Bat' 
lalion, together with a platoon of live light tank* 
would augmcul the small infantry reserve already , 
a1 Midway; Lt and, for MAO 22, winch was still 
flying its Brewster fighlers and Vougiit VmM<& 
tor dive bombers ( lv Wind Indicators 1 or "Vib^ 
tors," some pilots called them), there would ttf 
provided some 16 SBO "1 dive bombers and 

%v Mt (itttshftn. p, lib Captaifi Wci}iashan an c>' c+ 
wJtTjc^ss to this cooverttation, 

" h CG, M^ii an tian ison Frncrs Mth Naval Distncl mi 1 ^ 
to Com 14, 20 May \<M>. 

J1 MrCiltohttn, j>. 30 and Enclosuvr (M) + Thf infant^' 
units already l hi wi re the 22d and 23d Provisional M* r 
rJtie O^mpaniosj which provided banior mvu on, befirf* 1 
p^fols by night and a Sflftall mobile irsrm\ Each roni|)^ n - 
a wi-apnns |>l;itnon aonrd wHh Rl-nirn. and + 
rniu. moriarsj light machine yuns iind old-t>pr 

atwt; 
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JfWi Qf the rekfivel) nc* Gmmmw HK 3 
Qghteis.* 

Shortly after his return to Pearl Harbor, .VI- 
jjjira] Nimit/ addressed a joint personal letter to 
v,t, ptaiii Simard and ( !ol oncl Shannon* in which* 
*wr congratulating them on the fine work which 
na( J been done at Midw..\ and «>n the ''spot' 1 pro- 
nio ^i'»iis to captain and colonel which he had just 
^ttred for them, he described in dctdi the pros- 
fwt ol hostile attack iii store. After listing the 
t,u,, n\ linns which were soon to approach Mid* 
li,,N > Ite enumerated the steps being taken to rein- 
{)U{ ' the .noli, and assured both officers of hfe 
,°*toplete confidence in the Marines' ability to 
Wd Midway. [X-day. he predit ted al this time, 
*°ifld be about 25 Way. 

*monj ins own stafl officers* Admiral Nimitz 
' " ' 1 ast, .e tar ,is the enenw were coot erned, dial 

' be Midway operations will be an enlarged 
Wake attack. A stud) ol events .it Wake will be 
**luabl< ...id maj indu ate procedure which the 
»»M>s w ill follow /' ' Bar!) offensive action against 
^enemy carriers, the CinCPa< stall reasoned; 
the only me. ms by which victor) could be 

llSs, MV(l. Midw a\ ptanCS nmst thttS mi. ike the CV*S 

j^ir objective, rather than attempting any local 
(i, ,, Msc oj the atoll. On the other hand, however, 
^foreenienl ot Midway 1 ? antiaircraft defenses 

realized tobeof crutial Importance. \> ( lapt . 
^'"'m ( . Davis* l s\\ stated to Admiral iVimitz. 

ere i annoi be too man) antiaircraft defenses 
r °r Eastern Island." 
t© summarize all. Admiral Nimitz rejoined, 

Balsa** -Mi" force must be employed to inflict 
r ,n, M)>t and early damage t<> Jap carrier flight decks 
incurring atta< ksare to be stopped. Out objectives 

*VU] hr | M -<; their flight decks rather th;m attempt- 
JJg to li»lit nil the initial attacks on BoUth * * 9 
'this is correct, BaUd air force * * i should 
g| all f nit for the carriers * * * leaving to 
jtafaj^ t^mis the first defense of the lield 

.''War Diary, MAG 22, May 194ft, p. a, linr„,.,i n , 
C, M as WD.MAG-22. 

McClashan, pp. 21 22, This U tter u.is shown, within 
ht * Marine mound fou rs, onlv 10 C.ipt.m. Mc( J.isli.in. on 
'Vyes-onls" hasis. in.ism.nl. ..s his planning responsi- 
'l^lirs rr«|uirrd llml lie possess this know ledgr. 

Admiral NimiiA memorandum to Captain Milo I 
"raemcli USN. ! I Maj 

C...|a...n is s iiinim.i.n.luiii tt Admit ;il Niii.il/, _m 



Upon receipt «»i the Nimit/ letter at Midway, 

Simard and Shannon Spent the day in i onferen. c, 
to coordinate and determine final plans for the 

defense, 

That evening, Colonel Shannon assembled Ins 

ke\ subordinates and warned them in general 
terms of the impending cnemj attack. Additional 
defensive measures and priorities of Bna] efforts 

were Outlined, including special measures ol ad* 

vance reconnaissance and preliminary prepara- 
tions to enable the 3d Defense Battalion's forth- 

( oming batteries to o< cup) positions m minimum 
time. All ra< reattt mal activities within the Marine 
force were Suspended, and 25 Ma) was sd as the 
deadline for completion of the measures ordered. 
T<> insure maximum effort by all hands, this in- 
formation was disseminated in general terms to 
all Marines in the garrison. 

On the 25th, however, two welcome changes 
took place* The first took the form of further in- 
formation from Admiral Nimit/ to the effet I that 
the estimated target date would DOW pi"habl\ fall 
in the period 3 r > June, almost ,i week I. Met The 

second was arrival* partial!) via thg lighl cruiser, 
St Louki i A the first rdnfon ements : The 3d 1 )e- 
fens€ Battalion v w-mm. antiaircraft batter; 
( :aptain Uonald K. Miller . together with Com- 
panies and D, 2d Raider Battalion C aptain 

Donald II Hastic and First Lieutenant John 
Vpergis . i in »/-inm. guns were promptly em- 
placed, four on each island, w hile one raider com- 
panv (! went into hixonac in the woods on 
S.md Island, and the Mih r |) was sent tO Kast- 
en i Island. 

The next clay, L?6 Mas, will long bl reincm- 
bered bj those responsible for the defense of Mid- 
way because of the anxiously awaited am\al 6j 

the V. s. S. KiUyHawk, am aircraft umder bear^ 



J<1 Admiral Nimit/ s in< n«or.imJuiii to(...|>Lnn U.ivis. nil- 

dated. Halsn w.i> tfivs ciiin hi r»dc name [or Midway* 

" I,or. eit., pp. 26 -J7. I ..uMun ;icJcl> this not.- in COfi 
OCttlon witli the i7-mm. puns: 

* 4 It was frit neccssaiy to usr tho<»c guns U du.il-purposr 
^iiiv Stnrr the pointer .ind tniiner sr;its wnr higli on 
Cllhrr sidr, well ;ihove tin gun hnrrrl, th« Flffuit 6f tKDplXU - 
i r 1 1» tht* puns hii»h on Mir dune lin« fpf SttffaCC It.ii.g was 
that the crews w»ae silhoui tt«'d cm ihi [hie lik« ^ttUIfl 
ducks. It is fortun.ue th.it no landing attempt wn> made — 
at least for the H7-inm\ crunnns " 
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lug not only the S4m b antiaircraft group of the 
td Defense Battalion Major ( Ihandlei W. John* 

s(»n " and (he light tank platoon SO Urgently 

needed for the mobile reserve; but, most impor- 
tant, 16 ne w to Midway, thai is SBD 2 Doug- 
las dive bombers, ;m d seven V\Y u The 

planes," an eve-witness reported, "* * * were 

unloaded, wheeled over to the short scalane 
apron, fueled, and flown off bo Eastern Island 
with a Simplicity and rapidity that was so charac- 
teristic of those superbly led and well trained Ma- 
rine air units of the e,ni\ w.ir days* ' 

The. week which followed '11 Ma\ was, for 
Midway, a period of the most, intense activity. 
Army and i\a\y aircraft arrived at Kastern 
Island until it seemed that the field CDOUW accom- 
modate no more." 1 One aviation report scriousb 
complained dial even the numerous birds over- 
bead were being I rowded out of the an bv the 

concentration of traffic. 

For the ground defense haves as well as the 
gFOUp of key u'vilian workers who voluntarily 
had rem. mu d at Midway to assist in final ioitifi- 
! ation work | the week was equally busy. Not only 

n Major Johnson was sub.srqu. r • L I > to l»« killed in action 
on luo Jnn;,, whore mm of his haltalioi. i.uVd the U. S. 
Colors ou Sllribachj Y;.ma. Lt. Col. Charles J. Sdbcft II, 
then a Dumber of Major Johnson's command at Miduav, 
notes the following regarding one hattcrx : 

"Th< >-iu( h Antiaircraft Group included B.utery L 
i<\. plain Srihftlt), a provisional organization equipped 
with that curious hybrid known as 'the dual 20.' Dm t<> 
uneven production * * * there was an excess of 40- 
mrn. mounts and 20-mm guns, and a corresponding short- 
ftgfc of 40-min. guns and 20-nnn. mounts, The rules of ad- 
dition to the contrary, two 20-mrn. guns * * * a 
40-rnm. mount did not produce thr eipiivalmt of 10-rnm. 
gun, and the 'dual 20' soon l)ecamc extinct." 

" Ibid., p. 28, and WD, MA(, JJ, p. V 

31 As of 31 May, thr dailv aviation ^.sohnc ( onsmnpt i, 
of plai M - based on Eastern Island m$ 65,000 gallons, and 
the following numbers of planes wen- based there- U S 
Army: Ion, B >h\ and 17 B I 7 s. U. S. \.,w • lh p*Y ' 
r >A's and six I HI V l\ c orps: ,,, SB1) , y 

S82t .i s, Jl l- JA i s and fcvtti 11 1 Ts. It was' no 

w.„kI< a -thai th< Amu Air Force liaison officer <>n Midway, 

\1 »j. J. K. W.imn , \ I WtOtt in HiS official n-poi t (of th<r 

prrfonuaip, oj Cofcmd Kim. s. Majoi fcteCaul, and Cap- 
r -"" Burns, tin operating stair oi MAG 22 \ 

"These three officers never stopped from the day I 
* m r d *' ThCy aCtUall >' did ** d B Wing Stall 

For thr | (umnetiU oi < Iptom i KImes on Major Warna 

ICC appendix V. 
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VVTCTC lite lcinloning weapons installed, tail^ 
tested in the sand, and all defensive < onccntra' 
tions shot in, but the extremely extensive s>« 
tern of obstacles, mines, and demolitions pro- 
j< < ted bv C3ol<md Shannon was brought t<> final 

i ompletion. 

Bj nnss Sa,ul Island was mii rounded wilh tVffl 

double-apron uu Lin .il wire barriers, and all to' 
stallalions on both islands were in turn ringed W 
protective win-. Antiboal mines made of seal* 1 
sewer pipe, and obstacles fashioned from C01V 
< crtina-ed reinlorr ing-steel lay offshore. TW 
beaches were sown w ith feome-mntle mines con- 

sfetingoi ammunition boxes filled with dynamic 

aitd L'0-pcnn\ nails; although elect ri< detonatiofl 
Was planned, e\er\ mj< h mine also had a bull'* 
eye paiBtCd mi an exposed landward side, so tll^i 
it could be set of) lo< ally bv rille (ire. Cifiar-b0<j 
antitank mines were filled with dynamite to W 
Blfcd on pressure b\ Current from flashlight bat 4 
trncs, and whiske\d)otile molotov cocktails oi 
high-octane gasoline and fuel oil stood read) ^ 
ev ery position. A de< o\ moekup airplane^ 

dubbed a JFU "Jap fouler -upper" 
promincntl) placed on the seaplane apron- 
E inally, al] (he underground fuel storage on SjihI 

Wand was prepared for demolition In the 7i& 

planting of large < barges of dynamite. 
l |,rN »'abl\-, after die extensive tyStern of demo'!' 
tfaw ftw Cue! sqpply and othei vital installation* 

M been installed bv M.uine (im.ne. Doni & 

Arnold, the defense battalion's munitions of 
fcer), on 22 Way, a Navd Air Station sailor, ^ 

work on the fuel storage firing CAti nits, pulled tW 

wrong switc h, thus causing a major explosion 
nnIikIi destroyed a substantial quantity of fu^ 
and further damaged the distribution system 

I his resulted in an enforced ( urtailment of aVg** 
eomumption so that ih< new pilots who ha<l 

rea< lied Midwaj in the Kiltyhawh were deprived 
"I any f)ropei opportunity io check out in the 
iiewb received SBD 2 dive bombers. It al^ 

forced the alreads liar d-w < .i k<>d M,u ine< el 
M AG 22 to Conduct all refueling operations (in' 
eluding those for ,\ M n\ B I 7's ) by hand, fioit' 
55-gaIlon drums. M .i i ii ie ( dinner Aim >ld, h< 
evcr a had the lasl word, after being exonerated 

file spot of an) responsibiltt) for the mishap : 



THE JAPANESE ADVANCE ON MIDWAY in two main forces, their carriers approaching the target area under cover of a North 
Pacific bad-weather front. 



"Well, that proves that the damn thing works, 
anyway." 32 

Ignorant of the intense preparations being 
made to receive them, the enemy meanwhile had 
likewise been going through his final arrange- 
ments. Assembly and final training of Admiral 
Nagumo's striking Force was carried out at Ha- 
shira Jima, and on 26 May (west longitude date) 
the enemy carrier force sortied from the Inland 
Sea toward Midway. The amphibious shipping of 
the Occupation Force, together with the landing 

82 McGlashan, pp. 5, 24 and 31-34; also notes by Major 
Leon M. Williamson, and by Colonel Verne J. McCaul, 
30 January 1948. 



force, sailed from the Marianas two days later on 
28 May. 33 

As the enemy neared Midway, however, the 
Marine defenders — progressively alerted from 
preliminary contacts — could be content with their 
preparations and their effort. In the words of 
Lieutenant Colonel McGlashan : 

Of course, there were a thousand things more that 
could have been done; but all the essential things 
had been done — and not a day to spare. As I turned 
in that night knowing that the Japs would arrive by 
morning, I felt that, come what may, we had done 
all we could. 34 

33 ONI Report, p. 9, and Jkki Report, p. 3. 

34 McGlashan, p. 37. 
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MARINES AT MIDWAY 



C H A P T E R I V The Battle ' *" S ' JUIie 1 942 



At 0300 I fum . u hen r< i eilU tounded on Mid- 
way, thi fapanesi Fleet wot approaching its ob- 
jective in two main forces^ the Striking Force^ 
commanded by Admiral Nagumo, ( . h uii In. 
TjNi and the Occupation Force, undo overtoil 
command of Vice Admiral Kondo s Nobutake, 
I h< fofmei unit, as we have ieen^ was com- 
posed of join ( ometSi pita an m rm of battleship* 

and small,i COmbotml ships: and thi hitter in- 

eluded a substantial portion of the Second Fleet; 
Battleships, cruisers, and the amphibious ship- 
ping necessary to muni the projected lending 
operation against Midway, the objeetire now 
designated by the Japanese <ode U m OS 1 
At this time the Striking force was approxi- 
mately 2S0 miles northwest of the atoll, engaged 
in mahin- final preparations to luun< h planes 
whiih were intended to wipe out Midway as an 
epeetire air base 5 and pare the way for Ks u\- 

tauli and occupation. The occupation \o*ce x 

Which had ben, attached fiom the an without 

appreciable damage during the day and nighi 

pUVlOUS , WaS almost due west of Midway, ap- 
proximately 150 miles away.' 

two United States carriei task forces, toclud* 
tag* altogether, three carriers, together with cov- 

edng (misers and clestrox ers. uere in (lie area 

250 miles northcasl l>\ north of Midway. The firsi 

' ONI KeneiL, pp. i. i>. .,„d II : .,imI /, M p. 1 \ ( > 

(>\l Review, p. 'W. 

QattU <>f Midway i p 1.13 
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of tlicsc, Task Four Sugar, Enterprise and /!<>>' 

nrt, was undei command of Rear Admiral Ray- 
mond A. Spruam <•. I s\; the see, Mid, Task Fortf 
Fox, built around the Vorktown, came undcf 

Real Admiral Frank Ja(k Fletcher, I S\ St* 

fioned about Midway, on radii of 200 miles am 1 

less, patrolled some 25 submarines "f die Pacific 

rien: 

.It m.K), only /■> minutes aftet an early tfflB^ 
March group of II I } l')"s had been sent OUi foot* 

Midway to locaU his Striking Force 3 Admit* 

Sfagumo headed < timers upuind and Iniun h*^ 
the Midway Attael, l<or<e, composed OS \ollou^' 

hirst ware: d(> earner attaeh planes. 
Second ware: .'Hi < urrier bombers. 
Third ware: 36 p^hten, 

These 108 planes were (ommanded by the flA 
opoer oj the lliryu. whose name has not S0* 
rired:' 
M 

eanwh lie, after the PI* is had gone out, tofid* 
waj devoted itscll to final preparations few battle- 

Marines of (he ground defense fon e were al 

cral quarters, manning cverj weapon and warn- 
ing device^ the pilots and ground crews of WAG 
22, which already had fighters aloft to covci 
sortie £>t die l'bY*-. were standing l>\ for order* 
The I. itter were ttoi fong in coming, 
At 0545, a PBY made whal Admiral Nimitf 

* lial/h ,»/ Muhvax. tmnhspirer eh.u t ;uul pp. i V 
"(JXl AVr,,;,. p. 7. 
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STRIKES BY MARINE AIR GROUP 22 

BATTLE OF MIDWAY, 4-5 JUNE, 1942 

Ship attacked and hit by divebombing. 
NOTES: (I) Ships and aircraft not to scale. 
(2) Formations schematic only. 
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af tmv tm i characterized m "the most important 
contact of the battle." tta [ >ii<x had sighted 
P^sof fte enemy's Midw ,.\ .ILhL lone, !!)() 
mjl ^<MU f mm theobjechve. 

^ 1 p552j moreover, after apparently trying to 
W this vital message tfcrough For almost a cjuarte* 
Jj* TO ; s«v Bootoote 6 , aPBY reported v.s- 

. iMnt «i ( i with two rnenn « ;<n iers and thr l>iil- 
,tJ,(( " f &e Japanese main body; some 180 miles 

n :' n Midway, bearing 320 . 

B minute L.frr , ai D535* the 6th pelense 
^uaiion [ ogged a radw !r])M)1 pJaneSj 

' x iv ,r,,,rs ; 320 /" s Almost simultaneously, the 

Nation noted substantially the same 

Wfe ^ 1,1 ;1 ^tter of se< onds, the air-raid sirens 
^ e$OUndin & < ..ruliliori One was set, and the 
» f M \( ; ^2 were manning their planes.'' 
Within less thai. 10 minutes, both squadrons 
jV™ Marine Ai, Group" weie in the air and 
. v< '< loivd toward their respective targets. 

I w as to intercept the massed can fear air 

w WC Midway attaek fo.ee, and VMSB 241 

^° u,(1 rendezvous '.'O miles east of Midway, .11 

N JJJ* point further institutions would he issued. 
pnma I1( | r( , , )V xlajor Hnvd g. VM1 ; 

^JJ**Ms we have seen, a squadron ol mi\cd 

NVtv ( " l( ; r ' ar actio* import to Comlnch on Battle rf Mid- 
p^^?' ; ll< iftcr cited as CihCPac Report. Other rc- 

' u ,h thai Midway had warniim nf the approach 



chwj V? j?'* 1 ** 11 Ptiot to this tinH . The Brsl of these is the 
B b| included in SOB Report, conraih* 

^*J* Import oj utiMentieed planer on hearing 120* dk- 
I Q X ' M ""I"-. • 1 1 082$. The second is the statement bi 
(j A(; preliminary report on the Battle ol Mid- 
i,',^^'* • ,M '" 1942 (cited aa ,\/,i<; 22 R< par*);, ftal the 
O545 1 ^' ,Mr contact Kinder discussion was made, not ai 

p. 

StawSl^ WWwa *i »fewed ( olonel Shannon's he.,d 
',' ; | s .hi enemy earriei had been sighted on bstor* 

j, i(f t 150 miles distant, laVu.enan! Colonel McTdas- 

batt r U> ' as 0 i" ,;,Uons ofificer, was present in 
command post at this time, adds tb 

1 sun- ih,.i the first contact was about Ua'l'a, 
a* Admiral Nimitz * * 



1 — • — Twwffi , „. 

h , 1 hul at 0525, Third, it is record* d m 61DJ Rtportj 
^ • at ow, the comcmnaodiag officer of the Nav.il 



th< defense 
following 



stated " 



ii f , lr 

*t 0545, , 

' : '' orders had likewise been delivered hv Oaptaln 

in . frf the six Navv 1 HFs and the f0UJ lor|>edo-eao\ 



JBty B j(> s to take oil and bc«I the enemy carriers^ 



^ Report, p. 2, 

'8*018^ ,rs g 



( oinposition, b&tig Equipped maiuK w ith Brew- 
ste) F2A augmented by a few Id l .'.'sol the 

type which had already drawn blood at Wake 
On this morning, 26 airplanes wetfc operational 

out of the squadron s Or^ani/ed largely by 

perfoiniauce and type into live unequal divisions, 
(he fighttt squadron was sent out in two major 

groups, one [Major Parks, eight P2A Pfcandnvc 
i ll' $'$) bdng vectored direct!) tow^d the in- 
. oming Japanese Eorce, still on bearing 920 from 

Midway; and the other (Gap tain Kirk Armi- 
Stcad, 12 ! ; ^A rs and otie \ \l 3 was, h„ the 
time being, \e< toted slii^hlK westward on beaiin-j 
310' , to be withheld temporarily agaiftSl tbc ( <»n- 

tingency of second enemy strike from .mother 
direction* Within a few minutes, however, Major 

Park's group had Ctiad.e COnta* t, and Armistead's 
was immediately committed in support of the 
ft n met . 

At 0616, approximately 30 miles from Mid- 
way, from an altitude of [4,000 (eel, the pilots 
with Major Parkfl saw 2*000 feet below them a 
large formation of Aiehi Type 99 (Val) dive 

bombers screened b) several divisions of Zeto 

fighteiS; Captain John P. Cincv, leadfing one of 

Parkas divisions in an F4r gave ^Tally-ho," 

and pushed o\ cr into a di\'e to attark the l^ombeis, 
followed by his wingmen, Captain M ai i< >n ! >. ( iarl 
and Second Lieutenant ( .layton M. Canficld. As 

Carey and Canfield demmenced hi^h-side tuns 

on the bombers, Gari and other pilots of the 
Squadron mixed it w ith a swarm of Zero lighters 

which, the) noted, climbed astoundfttglj even in 

(omparison t& the Ciummans, let alone the 
I LWs. 



11 What si ins to he insoluble contradiction prevonts 
positive knowledge of how many fighters VM1- 221 had 
operational and took otT on the pibrnlng t>t4 Iune. I MF- 
221 Report, evidently wrrttcn In bast after enmbatj con- 
tains internal contradictions which cannnol be nesolvedj 
and further crots^cheelt ol available castiajtj figures 

against reported plane losses produces yet more conflict. 

Twenty-sis aircraft at take-off seems to !><• the Bgure sup 

ported by the writ; la Of ev id. -ncr , Lat M H j, ManOll E. i iSU 1, 
.Mi. oj the surviving pSiotS, leans to L ,r », which may pos- 
sibly be due to the fact that one- F2A -a sudered engine 
trouble alter take-oil" and was forced to return to base 
poor to making contact with the enemy, as reported in 
CQ, VMI rcpon to C<\ M \< ; 22, 6 June t$4ft 

herein c.teti as VMF 22t Report 
*MA0 n R*pM,p. % 
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"TALLY-HO" FOR THE MARINE FIGHTERS. An official Navy photo-model concepl of the first contact hetween Marine FightM 
Squadron 221 and incoming. Japanese fighters and bombers of the Midway Attack Force. T\v< ntv-fivc Marine fighters tacklfl 
108 e nemy aircraft. 



Inasmuch as onlj three of the original 12 Ma- 
rine pilots of Major Parks's group survived this 
unequal encounter, it is impossible to reconstruct 
details of the melee, but sumvors' accounts, to- 
gether with evident results observed subsequently , 
indicate that the first attack took a Eoi midable toll 

of the enemy bombers and even a lew of the 36 

covering Zeroes. To the three w ho survived, the 
duel u as a brief moment of surprise for the enemy. 

Followed by desperate dogfights to keep off the 

incessant Zeroes, as the few remaining Marine 

pilots attempted to reform. 

'"'Survivors unc Captains Carry (wounded in action) 

and Carl: and Lieutenant Canfietd. The squadron com- 
mander was lost in the first pari of the Bight VMF- 22/ 
Re pari, encl. ( A),, 



Approximately 10 minutes after Major Patkl 
gallant attack, Captain Armistead's 13 fighters 
all old F2A , S but one launched the second Al4 
t ine strike against the enemy air groups, still dfr 
posed in two waxes which Armistead counted t(1 
include 40 bombers each.* 14 

Perhaps the best account of this second CW 
counter is contained in Armistead's personal tii 
port, which is as follows \ 

At about 0620, 1 heard Capt Carey transw 
"Tally-ho M followed by "Hawks at angels I 1. surf 
ported by fighters," I then started climbing, art] 
sighted the enemy at approximately 1 bono feet at ;1 



u VFM~2'Jl Report, p. 1. These were actually the ,( 

spective attack and bombing formations, 36 planes e.id 1 

of the Midway attack force, 
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1 " Uui(( ' of 5 to 7 miles out. and approximately 2 
Kjues to 1 1 . > right I immediately turned to a head- 
?8 () f about 70 and continued to climb, I was en- 

favoring to get a position above and ahead of the 
^ u>lnv and come down out of the sun. However, I 

n nn lna,),r to rea< * *is J )oint in ti,nr - 1 waa al 
con" ^^hen 1 started my attack. The target 

^nsisled o| ") divisions Ol from 5 to 9 planes each. 
> ,n K in div ision \/ s . I figured this group to consist 

i J9 l \ lnu 30 to 40 dive bombers of the Aichi Type 
' * waa followed in eohunn hv 5 P2A 3 fighters 

l ; I \< : !„>!,. a.. i i ... ...i.. * 



- * «i > lighter, pilot unknown. I mad 
eaa-on approach from above at a steep angle and 
\.\ v< 1 1 ' Ngh speed on the fourth enemy division 
I*** consisted of 5 planes. I saw my incendiary 

filets travel from a point in front of the leader, up 
thTr 1 1,is l j,;uu ' an ^ back through the planes on 

io l- 1 uinK nl lllr v 1 cont * nue d in m y (,ivr - inul 

f°?i U ". *a Uvn ()| AroC Crf those planes 

a ,ln tf in Bames. Some of the planes in my div ision 

entered theitf attack on the fifth enemy division. 

'l j l(T ni V pull-OUt, I zoomed hack to an altitude of 

I 1 1(1(1 feetj at this time I noticed another group of 
. l( ' s;i ">e type bombers following along in their path. 

f< l(, <>ked hack over mv shoulder and aboul 2,000 
< !' t bebw and behind me I saw 3 lighters in column, 

( "nhino U p toward me. which I assumed to be 
Panes oi my division. However, they climbed .it .1 
VtT V high ratej and a very steep path. When the 
****** plane was about 500 feet below and behind 



me I realized that it was a Japanese Zero lighter. I 
kicked Over in a violent split S and received three 
20-mm. sheik, one in the right wing gun, one in the 
right wing root t;mk. and one in the top left side 
of the engine cow ling. T also received about twenty 
7.7-nmi. rounds in the left aileron, which mangled 
the tah on the aileron, and sawed off a portion of 
the aileron. I continued in a vertical dive at full 

throttle, corkscrewing to the left, due to the effect 

of the damaged aileron. At about 3,000 feet. 1 
stalled to pull out. and managed to hold the plane 
level at an altitude of 500 led. 

Needless to say, at this juncture Armistead 
headed for base. 

In terms oi Marine casualties, the resulted this 
second attack were somewhat better. Perhaps the 

outstanding factor in these two courageous on- 
slaughts by YMF 221 was the almost incredible 
disparity between the outnumbering enemy 

/etoes new airplanes of performance then quite 

extraordin try and the old Marine F2A*S, This 
Comparison seemed keenly evident to the pilots of 
\ MF 221, one of whom stated in his action re- 
port : 

I saw two Brewsters Irving to fight the Zeroes 
One was snot down, and the other was saved by 
ground fin covering his tail. Both looked like thej 




/ ( ^EK BUT SLOW, the obsolescent F2A 3 fighter of the type shown here was all that the Marine pilots of VMF 221 had 
' Xr< pt a token group of Wildcat F4F 3 s) to pit against the Zeroes and Nakqjjmas of Admiral Nagumo's Air Attack lour. 
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were tied to ;i string w hile the /crocs made passes at 
at them. 1 believe thai our men with planes even 
hall as good .»s the Zeroes would haw stopped the 

raid completely. 

For better or for worse, however, the fighter 

defense of Midway had been expended. The prob- 
lem now passed to the defense battalion's antiair- 
craft gunners on the ground. 

Ever since the Marine fighters had gone out, 
Midway had been on the qui vive* At 0619, its 
visual observation post had seen two aircraft fall- 
ing in flames, some 25 miles away, as WW 221 
slashed at the Japanese. With all guns manned. 

and (ire controlmen steadily tracking in the en- 
emy formation, die Marines awaited only the cor- 
rect moment to commence Bring. At 0629, the 
Midway attack force was but eight miles away, 



and at 0630 Colonel Shannon gave his orders: 
"Open fire when targets are in range." 

One minute later, at 0631, every antiaircraft 

battery on Midway had commenced filing, 

Of this instant, wrote an officer then in the 3d 

Defense Battalion: ,: ' 

The en l in- island was deathly silent alter the buzz 

of the planes taking off. It was a beautiful sunny 
morning. The men all strained for a first glimpse, 
and I had to sharply remind the lookouts to keep 
the other sectors covered against surprise. Then WC 

saw the Japs, and the tension snapped. A moment 
later we were in action. 



Delivering a horizontal attack. 



irst wave, 



' I Ins was Major James S. O'Halloran, who com* 
manded Batter) E, one of the 3d Defense Battalion's 3-inch 



units. 




BURNING DIESEL-OIL TANKS on the north end of Sand Island after aircraft from the enemy carrier, Kaga, had plastered tf* 
area with 500-pound bombs. 



which had originally numbered 36 bombers from 
th e Kaga and AkagiS* now was counted by 3d 

dn d 6th Defense Battalion observers to contain 
on '> 22 aircraft, 17 two of which were promptly shot 

d°wn at extreme range before thev could release 

h°mb s . Evidently VMF 221 had' drawn blood. 

he next wave, which struck just as the first sticks 
° bombs began to hit all along the north shores of 
gj^and Eastern island, was composed of Aichi 

9 dive-bombers, which had also started oul 36 
*J?Png, According to witnesses on the ground, they 
dlcl not now exceed 18. 1S 

^^J^a group in the first wave, VtfllOSC mis- 

16 ONI Review, 1. 

iaj. William S. MeCormick, an experienced anti- 
^>»crafi officer, counted 22, and so reported to CMC on 5 
January 1948. 

v v 'Ml ; J2l Ki/wrt. |). I. ( ..pi Marshall a hW, a 
i "-24i j)iini with a grounded plane, made tin count 



sion was to attack the patrol-plane facilities on 
Sand Island, dropped nine ^42-kg. l<J bombs on 
and ah >ul the seaplane hangars, setting them afire 

and starting a large oil fire in the fuel-oil tanks 500 
yards to the north* The Akagi group plastered the 
north shore ol Kastern Island, destroying the 
Marine mess hall, galley, and post exchange, 
whic h the returning enemy pilots described as 
hangars. 1 

Battery I) (3-inch antiaircraft), 6th Defense 
Battalion, located midway along the southeast 
coast of Sand Island, was one of the pr'nr 
targets of the Soryu's group of Val dive bombers, 
which duly reported that the battery had been 
Silenced. Actually it had sustained a damaged 

19 One kilogram equal approximately 2.2 pounds. 

20 This and Subsequent information as to the rnemy air 

strike is derived from ONI Review* pp. 45 4& Onlesi 
otherwise noted, .ill information on the ground defense i v 
from 6DB Report, pp. 1-8. 
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heightfindcr, Other targets of the dive bombers 
included the already burning fuel storage al the 

north end of Sand Island, the Sand Island dis- 
pensary, and the Eastern Island powerhouse* 
which suffered direct hits from two 805-kg. 
bombs, destroying virtual!) the entire plant. At 
the very end of the strike, the 6th Defense Bat- 
talion's Eastern Island command post received a 
direct hit which killed the Marine sector-com- 

mandei , Ma jor William VV, Benson, and wounded 
Several other personnel. As the dive bombei> 

completed their runs, Zero and Nakajima 97 
fighters from the Ka^a, Akaoi, Soryu, and Iliryu 
made nnmerons Strafing j).isse.s at targets on both 
islands. 

It should be understood, however, that all this 
eneim air aetiviu had not been carried on with- 
out COSt. All six Marine 3-inch antiaircraft bat- 
teries fired continuously, and every low-fl\iiiL' 

enem) attack was made through curtains of 37- 



mm., 20-mm., and .50 caliber antiaircraft fire 

Admiral Nagumd, in his official ac tion report, 
confirmed this by his mention of the Marines 
"vicious AA fire/ 1 ! Admiral Nimitz, praising 
antiaircraft shooting, credited our batteries with 
10 enemy planes, a total which may well have 
been exceeded since returning pilots reported 
seeing man) damaged enemy aircraft down in tin' 

water and falling OUt ol formation. 

At 0648, the enem) planes had expended their 

ammunition and were enroute back to (he i ai- 
ders. Twelve minutes later, the ait officer of lh c 
Hityu w ho had been in command of the strike) 

radioed back to Admiral Nagumo: "There 
need for a second attack wave." 

This less than optimist ie report, however, 
to some extent canceled by a second message, sen 1 

51 ONI Review, p. 72. 
•* CinCPac Rgport, p. 8. 
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;it 0707, by one of the subordinate enenq avia- 
oon leaders, the air officer oi the Kaga, who re- 

f K,rt «l Mi a typically Japanese fashion: "Sand 

a »nd bombed and greal results attained." M 
Save for the brief appearance, al 0701,of one 

"' WO Zeroes just soulh of Sand Island, when 

these were Bred on by Batteries D and E for about 

seconds. Miduax had received its final air at- 
Uck Of the war. ' At 0715, .he "all dear" 

wunded, and, b the words of Colonel Kimes, 
commanding officer of MAC; Tl : 

* * * 

land >- r it* messa S e " :|S broadcast, "fighters 
svverv V divisions . r »t'i Division first.-' X,, an- 

was received although the message was broad- 
^repeatedly go ., message, "All fighters land and 
few , > broadcast severe] times. A pitifully 
it was t n ' llln "' (l answer to this message, and 
to land " g, y SUS PeCted that there were no more 

's fighters which had participated 

w J Mid preceding details from OM Review, ,>. 1 7. 
, ,/ 1 p . 1. 

M4G &A**rt,n.S. 



in the battle, only L0 returned, of which in turn 
but two were still iil condition for combat flight 
Thirteen F2A and two F4F 3's were miss- 
ing.- 

Meanwhile, almost an hour earlier, at 0605 

Colonel Kimes, acting on the 0552 visual contact 
of the enemy carriers, had broadcast the follow- 
ing orders to his dive bombers in VMSB 24 1 : 

Attac k enemy carriers bearing 320° distant 180 
miles course 135° speed 20 knots. 

No acknowledgment of this vital message could 
be picked lip, and it was feared that, for unknown 
reasons, the dive bombers had not received their 
orders, and that (he strike on the enemy carriers 

would never materialized Needless to say, the 
" ibid., p. :t. 

• 7 Ibid., p. 2. According to Cfcpt Marshall A. I jrier, the 
senior surviving officer of the Marine dive-bombing squad- 
ron, the message was promptly received and acknowledged 
by both Majors Henderson and Morris, the respective unit 

commanders of VMSB 211 as it was divided. Report of 
CO, WISH 241, 7 June 1 942. hereinafter cited ft* VMSB- 

241 Report 





^ ?ci!,l L i n ^^ | ? 1 MBE P AND GR EAT RESULTS ATTAINED," n 

8 v « 8 view s.m.lar to this one. which shows fire* burning On Midway just after the enemy strike 
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message was retransmitted periodically from 0605 
on, and was, in fact, picked up not only by 
VMSB LM 1 but b\ several fighter pilots of VMK 
221, some of w hom actually set course for the 
enemy Meet, despite their damages and dwindling 
fuel and ammunition, 

VMSB 241 j was, like th<- fighter squadron, 
divided into two striking-units, the first composed 
of 16 SBD 2'S under Major Lofton R. Hender- 



son, da squadron commander; and the second 
of 11 SB2U 3's, led by Major Benjamin W' 
Non is. The div ision of the squadron accord^ 
with its mixed composition, inasmuch .is the 

obsolescent SB21 1 >\s were far outmatched 
the Douglas SBIV.O 

I hese and subsequent details regarding VMSB-241'* 
attack are, unless otherwise noted, from VMHS 241 
!><»t. vv . 1-2. 




I 

THE CARRIER "AKAGI," UNDER ATTACK on the morning of 4 June 1942, attempts evasive action from the 20,000-foot bo** - 
ing ol Army B 17'$. This is the only known photograph of this ship taken during the action, and is of particular intere** 
because it was this carrier which VMSB 24 1 shortly afterward bombed and set afire in the da\ s first successful action again* 1 

the enemy carriers. 
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D Jv<]r<i lnl<) (VN() | lnmU . r boxes, Major Hnul- 

fJtfsgtt>Bpof SB|Vs < limbed to^OOO-fool alti- 

tudc a,ld se1 «hi! to locate the mem) carriers, 
which wrcre even tfceo coming muler the gallant 4 
2 unsui-c-cssf.,1 ' attefckoi the six PCavy TBFs 
«n fo<K A,,nv B 2ff s which had been sent otti 

Previously. 

A i0755, through broken cloud fdrnaatibnii be* 
^ r them, the Marine pilots sighted their target, 
c ^iral NaguiJIo's striking force, lom carders, 
)al,, cshi ps> aiid numCT0iia smaller combatant 
Jm below was (he 26*9Q0*tOn Akagij 
< n 11 was this ship vvhi< h Major Henderson 

d< ^wunecj to attack 

^USC of the relative unfamiliai itv oi most of 
P|Ms with the SBD 2 (a result of the uir- 

^ Ucc fuel allowances during toe week befarfc], 

C^aerSOTl planned Oil a i-hde- rather than a di\e- 

Iflnft 1 ?^ nn1, ;i,K ' ( nmmr,lt rd a let-down to 
' jU( f m> irum which lie intended tefeuncb Us 

^jj** As the SUIT* spiralled down, they beg** 
^T lVm 8 Vfefcnl 5ghtO attacks from Nakaj.ma 

for erfik ^"'^ which were momentarily rem- 
,)v wort fighters from the i axriens below. 

hl,l,<1 ,,M •'/-/../. their target, Marine pilots 

" ,u (l Mr **«e fighters take off. Heavj antiair- 

th^f rt . bc S an to thicken the air, and, below, 
Speed rnn,mnur(1 <'vasive maneuvers al (lank 

1 h< Mane* ol the attack .an best be de- 

I ln ^ words of Capt. EkaCf & (.hdden. 
(,U /' r 0* the second division in Maior llender- 

group: 

atu!rJ USt ,r,H ' mv ^ 

p| acti? U ^? r0,i leadet in an attempt to put him out 

nut !> tt® ;m ' M, t two |).»sscs, one ot the enem; 
ll snota through the plane of Major Hen- 

! started to bum. I'mmu the ,u - 
Was apparent that he was hit 
. was leader of the second box 

pa^SttK ' l>rhmd tho M,l,(,! - As Mm M H u,,s a P" 

the | ( ! | ' ll ^ a JOt was out of action 1 took over 

were il! continued the attack. Fighter attacks 
protect^^ 50 1 1,(1 l,H S( i u - ullon down through a 
tads ( ) hJ v ' ' nl 1 io,,(,s 1,1(1 L ' iivr ,nr signal to at- 
enemv " " 1,r, - in ^ ham the doud-bank (sfc) the 



iter i attacks were dire* ted 



25" ^dhkpFane^ 

; Kl °y °f action, i \ 

"ninct ); ,,.a,, ... , • \ . 



directly below the squadron, and 
ah< )Ut ** thrit rims. The diving interval vm 

fr* ) seconds 
t i ()n 1,, ' ,1( | di;,,r| v after coming out fronj Ihe proto - 

' thr < l«>uds the s<|l 



bv fightei planes and beavj v\. After toakmg tnj 

run I kept heading Oil foi the w.tu r .md I headed 
OH ;m appTOximat< bearing home. Looking back I 
saw two hits and one FIUSS th.ii w.o rfghl alongsJdl 
the bow. The carrier w .is starting to ^moke. 

( Captain (did(h n s obsei \ at ion . .f the tw o b. »mb 
hits eacfl by a f>00-pound bomb is I oniirmed by 
the ( onunandin^ ollu er of the . lkagt s who was m- 

teitqgRted after the war, as well as by other cn- 

emysoun es. Until the end ol hostilities, there had 
been souk- question as 1 1 1 which of the enemy car- 
)icrs\'MM-» 241 had actually hit, but the AJcagi l i 
records, togethei with Admiral Nagurttcrtg repoprt 

of the battle, jibe quite ;ik iii atelv with the reports 
of the Marine squadron. 

According t<> the Nagumo report^ at 0800 die 
Ak&gi siuhted ik i<> cni in\ planes bearing K5 L j ele- 
vation 7 , distant 17*000 meters:* At 0805j fur- 
ther, she launched three fighters, whi< h were evi- 
dently thpK noticed taking oil by the Marine pi- 
lots. IVior to OHIO, reports of other ships in the 

iask force mdu ated that Ahogt had received bomb 

hits. I ndia mt< a ro.uat ion. her CaplcUii stated 
that his Ship's first damaue had o< ( m red b\ lire as 
a result of 

* * * two bombs by dive bombing, about 2 
hours after sunrise one >t.u!ed tire .it j!i< r eleva- 
tor) . Planes weie |o;,(le ( | up with bombs iteide the 

gar and c aught lu< 
S&U ( k sunrise that day took phu e pi ioi to 0600; 
it could onl\ have been tlie 16 Marim di\e- 
bombers whtdh drew Inst bldod bom die enemy 
carriers. 

The SBD 2i rcmviiK ml was e\c< utcd at m.ist- 
head level or lower, m order to sla\c oil m. essanl 
fighter attacks WhtCh followed tin in clear of the 
entnn licet, but otlb eight <>f the origffla] L-roup 

made the trip back to Midway. All of these, of 

toursc. had sustained l)atth damaue ot vaiwm: 
degree, rnosth e\tensi\e. and one SBD (Bureau 

No. lmo(>, down by First Lieutenant Daniel tver- 

M,n, Jr. received _* V- .ounted hits, but nevcrthe- 



S(|tiadron was attacked a^ain 



'ONI Rt . 



: "Si;,i.rinuit ot (.:.»])! Elmer G. Glidd»:n f 7 June Utt2, 
p. 1, hrn inaftcr ciu d as (Uidden. 
J ' ONI Rt vicw. p. 18. 

* USSBS Interrogation Nav No. 4, Capt. Aoki, Taijiro, 

ijn, 9 Octotoc N45; harctoarta cteJ & A»ki. 

"The n-ar gunntri <»l tins >nik< gfptfp *TC cjwdited with 
living thol down four enem) H&ttfi !>!»«* two ndclitionnl 
prohahlcs. Haiti? of Midway, p IR. 
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less succeeded in getting back for a one-wheel, 
no-dap landing. 34 

WTlik Major Henderson's SBD 2's were press- 
ing home (heir attack against the enemy carriers, 
M.i jor \ orris's aging SB2I 3's were approaching 
the enemy Heel at 13,000 Feet, and B 17*s from 
Midwa) were about to deliver a 20,000-fool 
bombing attack which, according to Admiral 

Nagumo's report, resulted only in a number ol 
distant misses. 



' Information from photo caption Submitted with 

companying photographs by CO, MAC 22 to CMC, 29 

June 1912. Iverson, whose throat microphone was shot ofT 

his neck during the action, dismissed the subject in bis re- 
port, dated 7 June 1912, with the statement: My plane 

was hit several times." A brother officer commented after- 
ward, "Without doubt, he was one of tlx- most unperturbed 

war pilots who ever Hew an airplane." 
* ONI Review, p. 19. 



At 0820, approximately 165 miles from tAm 
Wdy, the Xorris group Sighted tin- enemy fleet 
through an almost solid cloud eover. Before thfl 

could even commence their let-down, however? 

the SB2TJ 3*S were hit by three Zero fighters < l!l 
combat air patrol, one of which was prompt')' 
shot down In the combined lire of four Marin 1 ' 
rear-gunners, 3 * More fighters pressed in, however? 
and the group began to find itself seriously em- 
barrassed. At this juncture, the Marine pilot 5 
crowded every knot of speed out of their old a«S 
planes and then went into ( ohimn for a standard 
glide-bombing let-dow n. As the Zeroes slashed in> 
Major Norris led the formation to shelter withflj 

the clouds, emerging at only 2,000 feet, almost effl 

' Statement of Capt Leon M. Williamson, 7 June 1942, 
hereinafter cited as Williamson. The authoi Was ><-o )Il(l 
in command of Major Norriss croup, and senior RUrvTffl 
[ng pilot at the ( lose of tlx- battle. 




"MY PLANE WAS HIT SEVERAL TIMES," summarized 1st Lt Daniel Iverson. Jr., in describing the attack by Marine SB# 
on the carrier, Akagi. [verson's dive bomber, shown here, sustained more than 259 counted hits, including one whic h shot 
his throat microphone ofl the pilot's neck. 
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top oi the | 4 ij)aiic,x battleship lit/run,;, which 
was in company will i a sister. Kirishima. 

I In position in which \<>nis now found him- 
seU called lor an insi.i 1 it decision. Should he* — or 

COllld he attempt from I his all it tide to seek out 

the carriers, flying through the now intense Bale 

Qi .in entire HoCt, Or should lie attack the target ;it 

hand? Reasoning that his unit mighi readil) 
i>e destroyed between fightett and llak, and thai 

the carriers had been forcwat ned. Major Norri.v 

therefore elected to take advantage of surprise 

and hit the battleship. This he did in a gliding 
atta< k. dcs< rtbed b) one of the pilots, Se< ond 1 .ieu- 
tcnant (,co, : je Lumpkin, as follow,; 

Major Nbrxiis started his dive immediately from 

13,500 leet. It was a fairly shallow dive with mv nit 

speed about 240 knots. We dove through the aver- 
i a*t, I was Hying No. 2 on Mtajor Nbms and came 

OUl in the dear on the port side of a large battleship. 

Major Norris immediately peeled ofl to the right in 

a fairl) Steep dive. Lieutenant Campion, who W&& 
WO, I man. followed him. and 1 dove third. Anti- 
aircraft iu< from the Jap battleship was vers close 

In f.n t tin- .iir was so rough Ironi the lire it wa> 
prat <h all) impossible to hold the ship in a inn- dive. 

The Jap batrlednp zigzagged frantically, I tried to 
release mj bomb but the mechanism did not u<.,k. 

I |)nll( d out of m\ dive and headed slightly south to 
keep from I Oming tOO Close (0 a Japanese transport 

follow iog the battleship* The) were still shooting .it 
me with am&inrajt, probably kirn h shells. 

Another pilot. Second Lieutenant Daniel L. 
Cummings. n lis, in a similar action report what 

happened to the Marine pilots as ihev ( omplctcd 
their runs: 

* * * bccatisC 1 was then well surround, d In 
Tap Zero lighters I did not see the results of m> 
bomb. 1 or the next la minutes I had nothing to do 

except try to get away from five fighters that were 

eomentiatmL' OfJ me. In the hit and run dogfighting, 


<>.\l AYei, «, . |> )'». which reported in Admiral Na- 
punos chronological log, 'UHIJO: 10 enemy planes dive 
on tht Huiunn * * * Friendly fighters engaged in 
combat with the enemy/ 1 Vhut was the Japanese battle* 
ship previously reported iitnk by Arm) ,\it i<>hc B 

in tin fif$1 ul Japan's invasion of the Philippines. 

*MtAG n R<t><»t. p. 2; and hmh comments hy Maj. 

I., on Williamson ..mi Capt. J» k Cosle-Y. AtthoUgfl Maim 

Norn's survived this attack, he was missing In action after 
another strike to be described shortly; and, while no writ- 
ten statement l>\ him fs known to exist, be was, oi qqiioii , 

interviewed l>\ Gotond KJmCS upon his return, and infor- 
mation is thus availahh as u, |,j s n asnnine at this im.< Urn , 
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Which was mv initiation to real w ar, my old. obsolcj 
SB21 > was almost shot out from under me. 1" 
Rally made my escape in the clouds. 1 (lew hack' 

Midwa\ using full right rudder, righl aileron ad 

my elevator controls uric fro/en, and mv instH 1 

incuts shot &way; About 5 miles from Midway rjj 
gasoline gave out and I made a c rash landing in * 

water. 

As may be divined, the attack had hardly b^ 1 

launched under optimum conditions, what >vi^ 
the alertness of the enemy ( ombat air patrol afl* 
the high quality of his antiaircraft. The reside 

therefore, despite ( l.iimed hits on the IlariWh 

appear from reliable enemy reports to have bec fl 
negligible. The Kitishimn actually did sustatf 

minor damage bxfm .1 vrr\ neat miss, oil her steffll 

w hich drenched the after portion of the ship wit* 1 
water, hut the Hatunn was not Int. 
Three SB20 S's were shot clown, and the Not" 

ris gROUp is credited officially with having & 
sttoyed two enemy fighters, plus two probables. 

Hv 1000, iill surviving Marine aircraft had 

made their way ba< k to Eastern Island, guided, W 
some instaiMcs b\ the soaring clouds of bla^ 
smoke from the oil (ires still raging. 

Hardly had the Miivivors gotten in to law 

however, when, at 1100, the air-raid sum- 
sounded again. 1 is an unidentified (light ol sp 

dive bom bets appealed oil Midway and jettison^ 
bombs in the water , an m tion which ( although 
intended to be friendly, inasriuu h as the Bight SSlC* 

tually consisted of NTav) SBD's from the U. S. S» 
Hornet) hardl) reassured the Mama- on shore 
Batteries prepared to reopen fire, and one p e ^ 
[orated fighter plane from WW 221 actually 
took the air tor ;m inten eption before the visitor* 
* duld identify themselves.' 1 

Hot h islands w et e now the scene of < < insidet ab' 1 
damage and resultant activity, Due to bomb dat^ 1 ' 
age, wjlich had ruptured fuel lines, over W 0 * 

m ONi UevUu .]>. \% and USSBS Inter rogation NavN 0 ' 

_\ Capt Kawaiiin hi, Susiiinu, IJN, 10 Oi tolx r 1° ! : ' 

Thus the Haniiitt suvwxrd aimtli<T Sl.e w is 

sank in Japanese waters hv Navy carrier planes on 28 ]^ 

1945. JANfiC, i>. 27. 
"BMllt »j Midwaf, p i" Although thla account statf 5 

thalonls lwoSlt:.'l 3*j an- h.sc VMSB Ul Report/** 

caiijunction unh MAG 22 R<i»<>r. agree on a figure 0 * 
th.vr SB2U :r s . 

" \j ur, from \t. M i bora is I Moori <<■ I iMC, 3] 

nary 194$, 




Wn„" P 5 T,E ? 0N EASTERN ISLAND remove valuable supplies and provisions from gutted Storehouse* of the aviation-base, 
nee ol volunteer civilian workers, some of whom elected to await battle besid.- die Marin.-. 



tim-v?. available avgas supply was, for the 

touse frf & '"' i '" >xil,lr - Resort Ii:kI to 1,0 ma(!l ' 
barm " unis ' to llancl pumping, and a refueling 
jge -sent over from Sand Island, a most cum- 
JJ^° me weans of fueling airplanes. Labor for 
^ operations, which were to continue around 
M . ock for some 48 hours, was provided by 
f ' ""' worfung parties from MAG 22, the de- 
^ oattaljons, and Company D, 2d Raider Bat- 
' q thc "nfaatry reserve on thai island. 4 * 

sustain! '! f""" ul - ,lu " Marine dcfensc torces had 
VMF-221 i <as " alti( ' s - a,Kl four ordnancemen of 
bit fr ~~ ,l l<l " u misl, "' tunc t0 receive a direct 
their""" ' 2 * 2 " k fr bomb which lit squarely in 
* rearming pit. 

200 * i*i ' DWnm S enemy carrier was reported 
At p S ." OI ' lluv, sl Midway on hearing 338°. 
SBD-5 tlmc ' VMSB ~ 41 ha(1 six operational 
JlH *S SB ~ l 3*s.« It was the jndg- 

der th ' JN( "'is, new squadron < nmman- 

hort',,. i" " sl " 1 attack could be pressed 

whe n 2 Slni '" n " n,hl ' r ° f ' )l:m, s aftCI dark 
______J*my fighter opposition would be absent, 

- W p. > and BaUfe o/ A/,7/;r./y. p. M . 



and take-off was according) delayed until dark- 
ness * Divided by type into two units SBD 2's 

under Capt. Marshall A. Tyler, and SB2U 
again under Major Norris), the squadron took 
ofl at 1900, bu1 could not intercept. Major Nor- 
ris, however, unfortunately failed to return, al- 
though his more fortunate comrades were able to 
home in by the light of the oil fires and A A search- 
lights turned on as beacons* 4 

During the night, which was moonless and 
squally, thc Japanese submarine, 1-168, ap- 
proached the south shores of Midway, to execute 
a mission of night harassing." At 2154, she sur- 
faced c autiously about 4,500 yards east of Bat- 
tery B, on the eastern tip of Kastern Island, was 

observed, tracked but not fired on, 1 and coasted 

slowly offshore Until 2221, when trac kers were 
unable to follow her. 



A> MAG 22 Report, p. -1, 
! MSB 241 R t j >or,. p. :5, and Booth. 

*USSBS [interrogation Nav No. L08, Commandei Fuji- 
mori, Yasuo, IJN, 2'S November 1915, p. 466;. 

17 Information as to enemy capabilities was not vrt .it 
hand on Midway, and it was feared that firing on this sub- 
marine might disclose active battery positions to a sub- 
sequent pre-landing bombardment in the- event of an 
enemy landing. McGlashan II. p. 28. 



39 



Information is dot available as to / 768's fur- 
ther movements until 0120. now 5 June. At this 
hour, gun-flashes were seen to southeast of 
Sand Island, from the 6th Defense Battalion's 
observation post, Three minutes later, the 3-inch 
Antiain raft Group bf tin- battalion reported that 
a .submarine was visible on bearing 110 , shelling 
the island. W ithin one minute, at 012 1. seaieh- 
light No, 102 had picked up and illuminated the 

/ lt)H. and Battery ( ! had fired a 5-inch star-shell ; 
by 0125, two -inc h batteries D and E, 6th De- 
fense Battalion and one 5-inch batter) B were 
firing, with shell splashes going up close aboard 
the ship. 

After firing eight rounds all of which hit in the 

lagoon . the submarine submerged at 0128, hav- 
ing been the target of some 42 rounds of 3-JHch 
.tnd three of 5-inch, Although observers at the 
searchlight position claimed to have seen three 

hits registered by Batter) E, it is definite that the 



target was not sunk. 1 ' especiall) as she in tul 

Survived next day to deliver the torpedo coup^ 

grlce to V. s. s. Yorktown. 

Inasmuch as "The Battle of Midway was ^ 

eided on June 4th with the destruction of 



enemy s air power, 1 operations on 



5 June # 

sumed the nature of pursuit and mopping Upj 1 
the course of which YMSB 'ill struck the fii^ 
Marine blow of the battle. 

At 0700, the dive-bombers squadn >n, now co 
posed of six SBD 2*s Captain Tyler) and 
SB2U 3's Captain Richard E, Fleming), 

ordered out to intercept and attack two Stffl 
posedl) damaged battleships retiring almost (W 
west of Midway, 1 70 miles away. w 



IS All information on this attack from 6DB Report, P& 
8 9, and from Booth. The / /67? was finally sunk north 0 
the New Kebridcf hv United Stairs surface c raft on ' 

September I943< JANEi . \>. 7. 

* Hat lie of Midway, p. MS. 

I liis and subsequent information as to this >uil«' ; 
1 1 run VSMB 241 Report, p, 3, unless otherwise indicatf 




After approximately 45 minutes in the air, the 
Marine pilots picked up a wide oil-slick trail, 
gently the wake of a wounded ship, and press- 
es** pursuit down this track, VMSB 241 madi 
^ , ' 1, ; u 1 ^ the enemy force 20 minutes lain at 

* *5 3 when they saw below them two major com- 
ships, both in damaged condition, escorted 
' v lU( > destroyers, These were not 3 however, bat- 
(S1, P S > as had been surmised, but frere in fad 
^wopowerfo] and new heavy cruiscra, Mogami 

a,K Mikutna, which had sustained their injuries 

a collision six hours before, taking evasive ac- 

! on ^Wfc under attack by a United States subma- 
fine 1 iv i 

• now tagging behind the other retreating 

Sll I )s () f their unit. Cruiser Division Seven, the) 

^Jf alone except for the destroyed. 

<>ptain Tyler's plan of attack envisaged a dive- 
^™J^ac*bytheSBD 2'sfrora 10,01 )() feet, 

W u S | S,iS lMlrno ^ ,,ion Wav No. B3, Rear Adxo. Soft 
h n ' 1, 13 14 November 194 5, p. 36S. Admiral Soji 
COn **r,d of the #og«mi during ihe Battle ol Midway. 
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and a glide-bombing run by the SB2U-3s from 
I, moo feet. As Tyler led his division out of die sun 
from astern of the cruisers, with the Mogami as 
his target, intense antiaircraft lire commenced 
and continued throughout the balance of the 
dest cut. The attack was resolutely pushed home, 

however, and the Mogami was bracketed by six 

Very near misses which caused extensive topside 
dan: i 

Meanwhile, Fleming's glide-bombing run had 
taken the Japanese by surprise, 1 although their 

antiaircraft lire was prompt and heavy once the 

attack was disclosed. As Fleming dove, his air- 
plane was hit forward and smoke began pouring 
out of his engine. Notwithstanding this, he con- 
tinued the run without (altering, retaining the 
lead in hi- s div ision, and dropped his bomb, Just 

at the moment of pull-out, his plane burst into 
Haines, and, in the words of Admiral Soji : 

I saw a dive bomber dive into the last turret (of 
the Mihuma) and start fires. He was verj brave. 

In this manner, Captain Fleming insured, at the 
cost of his life, that VMSB 24 Ts final aii.uk on 
the Japanese Meet achieved its utmost. 1 

This was the last Marine Corps action in the 

Battle of Midway. Other successful and impor- 
tant results were Still to be attained by \av v and 

Army units, but to describe them is beyond the 
so >pc of this narrative. 

The contribution of Marines to Che defense of 

Midway, however, had been << msidei al >le. from 
the inception of base dev cl< >pment to this moment. 
Not only had the >d and bth Defense Battalions 
( contributed their share of ba< kbrcaking labor, un- 
remitting vigilance and highly effective flak, but 

the av iation personnel of Marine Air Group 22, at 

a cost rarefy surpassed in the history of United 
States Naval Aviation, had unhesitatingly faced 

an enemy superior in numbers ami aircraft, and 
e\a< ted more than a full return for their sacrifice. 
At a COS! of 49 Marines killed and 5 3 



d the 



Medat m of H H RD E ' FLEMING ' po*thui*oU$ty awarded 
theafter h tmor . ,or diving Ins obsolescent bomber onto 
b< *n woundlSV thc rm ' mv ' • Milhuma, after he had 
un(,l(l by enemy Bak. 



Ibid. p. 363. One bomb missed the ship by "only 10 

meters*" 

* Ibid. 

* For this feat, Captain Fleming was posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor, being the fu st Marixu Qorpt 

aviator of this war to be so honoinl. 
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MARINES BURY THEIR DEAD. After the battle* Midway's dead arc placed cm board PT boats under an honor guard of ^ 
6th Defense Battalion, Co be buried at sea! oft the reef. 



wounded, 68 Midway had been defended success- 
fully. MAG 22 had destroyed some 43 enemj 
aircraft 25 Val dive bombers and I82ekes),and 
the 6th Defense Battalion had shot down at least 



68 Break-down of Marine casualties in the defense of 
Midway (including the action of 7 December 1941) is as 
follows: 

Marinr Air Group 22 

Offi- En- 

cers listed Total 

Killed in action 1 6 7 

Missing, presumed dead 23 12 35 

Wounded in action 13 12 25 

hih Dt frnsr 0a. (Rein/.) 

Killed in action 3 4 7 

Wounded in action 1 27 28 

Total Marine casualties 102 



10 more. On no occasion alter 7 December 194l> 
was the defending garrison ever taken by surprise 
and on dp occasion did an attacker ever fail t0 
draw prompt fire from Midway's defenses. 

Again «n Midway, just as at W ake, these re- 
sults had been attained not b) air, and not by 
ground, but by the Marine Corps amalgam of tb c 
two. Ground Marines had established the ba# 
and rendered it se< ure against direct attack i n 

order that, on a subsequent day of battle, 
Marine air group might shield the base in comb 3 * 
beyond the horizon. 
Although directed solely to the Marine aviation 

units at Midway, Admiral Nimit/s despatch 
posed after the victory, could well apply in spit* 11 
to all Marines at Midway, and, as 
it is therefore quoted : 




Please accept n/y sympathy far the losses sustained by yom 
gallant anal nm person n* I based at .Midway. Their sacrifice was 
not in vain. When the great emergency came, they were ready. 
'J hey met unflinchingly the attack of vastly superior numbers and 
madi the attack imffective. They sir nek the first blow at the 
enemy carriers. They were the spearhead of our great victory. 
They hare written a new and shining page in the annals of the 
Marine dorps. * * * 
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i appendix I Documentation and Bibliography 



, " , ,,u ' conveniettcc of those who maj wish bo 
jr* l,1M,, ' f study to the rob oi Marines En do- 
pjj* of Midway, bibliography of the masi im- 
ii " j , ' l : mt s °urcc-niiiUTial ii\ t iil.iUo in the archive 
,J lutt - d s «iUcs Marine Corps I ir-:ui« pun Ion is 

( lr,(nv - tn Lhis connection, however, two 
^™»«ttona must be emphasized: First, thai 
i ii ii essa) to o ivcs tjic epturc 
*«« <>l Midway att) more than did tliis nana- 

Cot* h confeied i,s, |f i "' Wirfp* 
I Q '"''tt' is; second, thai the sours cs fisted be- 
q* ""' 'niiivK ej^haust even the Marine 
Reld. For example, in audition to the . ate- 
Sncal items sei forth, Marine Corps Headqua* 
7™ ht0lda " " '' r than a hundred detailed conv 
% ^^ ^^ whosemdai MidWft) Do IS41 

tl)( ' N 1 1 "" this in (graph itself; man) of 

stftm '"' S ' Wotmative as almost to cm- 
(Ul r lni '" >(),,ain original Bburces in themselves, 
° "'is Midwax material, however; subject al- 

5*W«BBUlftj regulations, is available for study 

; , •" flw Headquart^ and consists 

" lr 8 oHowhig maj,,, items: 

"The W 

Ani^c| ai -.. l< 1 , ' , :°! ts . "! A'.'" 1 .Mawh^fl, General 




iv' J > June |'» |J. 

, ' Wi Sth Defense Battalion, FMF, May 1942. 
, n Bth I), I, ,,s, Battalion, FMF, Me 1942. 
^■W Fourteenth Naval District, letter to 



do v , " IS '' Battalion IMF, official report to 
fun! > w Station, Midway, on action of 4-5 
5 w;' 'I 1 ;; ? at *j i • June 1942. 

§ WTaj 

'• Conn . 

dors, 0 ^ <; ' Con«nanda«^ with CinCPac cn- 
ennj regarding deficiencies of defensive 

H. Poui&?* al W^way, 22 Marc h I'M 2 

m ' "tn Naval District intelligence Officer's men> 
,, Cl '"« report of Interview with PAA Capt |. n 
j^^ton, pi in, of WiiPfiine Clipper, 8 December 



9. cc. Marine Garrison Forces, Fourteenth Naval Dis 
trict, lettei aornmendinjg Midwa) Defense Force** 
17 August 1942. 
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of the f>th Defense Battalion, 1 Mf\ to Pead Rai 
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11. )d Defense Battalion, FMF, Sptcial Ordei 10 1911, 

regarding movement to Midway, 8 February 1941. 

12, "The C#r\paigns oi the Pacific War," USSBS, 1946 
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mi ni of ad Debmse battalion, FMF, to Midw.i 

February 1941. 

11. CinCPac st rial 0214 to Commandant, Fourteenth 

Naval District, regarding transfer of 3d Defense 

Battalion, I Ml . to Midway, 7 February 1941. 

i r \ CinCFai serial 0215 t«- Commanda Base Force, Pa- 
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Ant dies for Midway movement, 7 February 1941. 

ll» COj M Defense Battalion, FMF, letter to Bureau of 
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Midws} boat-pool, 23 August LMQ. 
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CO, 3d Defense Battalion, FMF, directing; estab- 
lishment of Midway Detachment, Fleet Marine 
Force, 19 July 1940. 

18. Commandant Fourteenth Naval District letter 61 tr> 

strut liens to Capt Kenneth vv. Benner, 9 July IF/40 

[% U>ve, Julian, Li Comdr. (MC) I tnedseal and 
.sanitary survey of Midway, 21 July 1940. 

2Q. Commandant Fourteenth Naval District letter ft! 

stiuctions to Capt. Samuel C. Taxis, 31 May 19«10. 
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Command aril Fourteenth Naval District, recom- 
mending advance reconnaissance of Midway, 23 
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23. CinCPac Mailgram, 7 Oetobei 1&4J 
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of permanent Marine defense force at Mi 
April 1941. 
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April 15*1 
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the Battle oi Midway 
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231 From Ewa to Midway. 19 Decemba 1941. 

.i» Larkin, Claude A., Col., letter to CinCPac regarding 
i« -rord of MAC 21, g April I'H.i. 
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U 1940 

31 Ma Y C;i[)L. Samuel 6. Taxis was or- 

(fared tO Midwas to perform 

initial survey a»d reconnais- 

g L saw e l")- defenses. 

Gapt Kenneth W. Bennei or- 
dered to Midway to relieve 
Captain Taxis and continue 

r,q Survey and rcmnnaissaiu e. 

* S( 'plcml,<T Midway lViaclinunU Fleet M a 
rine Force (9 officers and (68 
enlisted), under Maj. Harold 
C. Roberts, arrives Midway 
and commences installation of 
M Defense Battalion maierii I 



mi 

1 1 Nta^rj R rlli;im( | rrn[ 



1 )efense Battal- 
ion (28 Officers and 556 en- 
listed], under Col. Robert H. 

Pepper, arrives Midway and 
continues defensive prepara- 
tions, 

Naval Air Station, Midway, goes 
j | .. into commission. 

Sr Ptnnl)< T (i th J fl ense Battalion (Col. Ra- 
phael Crillin) relieves 3d De- 
fense Battalion as the atoll's 
garrison. 

i st u. Loivu l). Everton, with 

60 enlisted, sent forward to 
Midway as ground echelon 
bom Marine Air GtfcJUp 21 a 
EO pre,, air for reception of aiT- 
crab. 



19 Member 



1941 

7 December Japanese destroyers Ahebono 
and fjfsfnb bombard Midway 
inflicting 14 casualties and 
considerable damage to slnn - 
tun-. 

17 December Marine Scout Bombing Squad- 
ron 231 (Maj. Clarence J. 
Chappell ) reaches Midway 
after e\e< utius> world's record 
siogh '-engine land-plain: 
massed over-water flight (1,- 
137 miles ; from Hickam Field, 
I . H. 

24 December Batteries A and C, 4 1 li Deb use 

Battalion iCapt. Custis Bur- 
ton, Jr. ) arrive from Oahu to 

reinforce M idway. 

25 Dei ember Marine Fighting Squadron 221 

IliesintoMidwavlromU.S.S. 

26 December 4th Defense Battalion units and 

ground echelon of YMF 21 1 
arrve from fruitless atlempt to 
relieve Wake, and are assigned 



25 JanuaiA 
8 February' 
10 FebruaiA 
I March 



Enemy submarine 1-173 bom- 
bards Midway. 

Fnemy submarine bombards 
Midway. 

Enemy submarine bombards 
Midway. 

Marine Air Group 22 is I ommis- 
sioned from squadrons on Mid- 
way. 
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10 March Four~plane section of fighters 30 Ma) 
from VMF 221 shoots down 
rnrin\ patrol seaplane south* 

west ol Midway. 

2 M.i\ \< lmiral Nimitz visits Midway L0 4 June 

ascertain its defensive readi- 
ness and needs. 

20 M.i\ Admiral Nimitz warns Captain 

Simard and Colonel Shannon 
of impending Japanese atta< k. 

25 M.i\ Companies C and D, 2d Raider 

Battalion (Capt Dpftajd H. 

I [asl ie , and 17 mm. battery, 

3d Defense Battalion ( [apt 

Ronald R. Miller), arrive 5 J** 

\ 1 idway. 

26 Ma) 1 • S. s. Kitt i hawk arrives at 

Midway with i ru< ial air and <j J ,l,h ' 
ground reixiforeemertts, 
28 M.t\ Japanese Occupation F6reesails 

from Saipan for Midway. 



Two PBVs of VP 44 sutf4 



damage in aerial contact 
twin-epgined Japanese boiflfr 
era u i to est ward. 
Battle of Midway * ommences,^ 

dudSng air-strike by VM^B 

21 1 a^ainsi Japanese Stfik« 

I « >r < e ; bt;hlet •-( lefense of M 1 

ss.in b) VMM 221 ; and 

anli-airc raft adtfon b) 6tfc^ 
lense Battalion | reinforced; 
Midway sustains major cla* 1 
age from Japanese air-raid. 

VUSB 241 attacks and dam*<j 
Japanese cruisers retiring 1 
westward. 

Japanese communique e*M*J 
"The Midway Oo upatio^^ 

(•rations ha\ c been temporal*' 1 '' 

postponed." 
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Navy Unit Commendation, 
6th Defense Battalion, FMF 



■ ° r 1 J s ro1 * in defense of Midway and in prepa- 

* nl0PCEd )— which included all the Marine 
j v ^ Iui defense forces, received the following 
^^Nav 11 Commcndation from the Secretary of 

niencU Sc( £ cla !7 of the Nav Y tafes pleasure in com- 
fojlrit.!!^ Sixth Defense Battnlion for service as 



Tor 



op ei ■ ° ut±i tanding heroism in support ot military 
June 1 Sio P r° r tD and durin S tl^ Battle of Midway, 
service J ^ Ss T lm S a tremendous operational and 
gainst - in P rc Paring defenses of Midway 
1 \ anticipated Japanese attack, thc officers and 



temiv^ tllC , S ^ XLh defense Ba Vul ion ear Vied ^oV'in" 
stalled i t °* ,u] '' training, completed and in- 
tributcd Un v y atcr obstacles, unloaded and dis- 
rafllituv r Uf)pllcs : em placed guns and constructed 
P^rsonrv ] A 8t(nvin £ ammunition and for protecting 
P^ncs r ^ anti reac ty * or eombat when enemy 
attack* m to launch liigH and dive-bombing 
and l°w-]evcl strafing attacks on June 4, 



they promptly opened and maintained fire against 
the hostile targets, downing 10 planes during the 
furious 37 -minute action which resulted in the 
destruction of the Marine galley and mess-hall, 
equipment, supplies and communication facilities. 
Working as an effective team for long periods with- 
out relief, this Battalion cleared the debris from the 
bomb- wrecked galley; reestablished disrupted com- 
munications, and serviced planes, thereby contribut- 
ing greatly to thc success of operations conducted 
from this base. The high standards of courage and 
service maintained by the Sixth Defense Battalion 
reflect the highest credit upon the United States 
Naval Service** 

All personnel attached to and serving with the 
SIXTH Defense Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, Re- 
inforced, consisting of the SIXTH Defense Bat- 
talion } attached personnel of thc Third Defense Bat- 
talion, 22nd and 23rd Provisional Marine Com- 
panies and "C" and "D M Companies of thc Second 
Raider Battalion are authorized to wear the NAVY 
UNIT COMMENDATION Ribbon. 

JOHN U SULLIVAN 
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7 December 1941 



The following narrative, prepared by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Jean H. Buckner, then in ( ommaiid 

of Battery D, a 3-inch antiaircraft unit which 

played a leading role in (he a< lion on 7 December 
1941, is reprnted in lull because of is inform. ttve 

account erf the enemy raid on that dale, and be- 
I ause i( desi ribes in £ onsideral )le detail th< typi al 

sequence of preparations undertaken by Marine 
Units KIQt only at Midwa\ hui al many othej 

Pai ific advanced bases on the day war came: 

On Sunday mornings 7 December 194 I. I was al 
breakfast in die officers' nw w idi the other offi< i r 

Ol the Battalion when Lt William R. Dorr, officer 
bl the day, came into the mess and told as a message 
had been received From Pearl Harbor, which stated 
thai the Japanese had attacked Dahu. * * * 

W<- .ill thought he was joking and said .so, hut 

Lieutenant Don stuck to his story and added dial 
he had awakened Lieutenant Colonel Shannon and 

informed him of the contents of the message 

Shorth afterward Lieutenant Colonel Shannon 
and Major Archie ( Weil came Into the roess 4 con* 
firmed Dorr's report, and told all battery * omrnand- 

'•rs to alert their men ;ind have lYltW icadv to man 
battle static ms w ithin the hour. 

My feelings .n that tim<\ and thai of nearly all the 
other officers I am sun . was that this was a realistic 
wai game. I believe that Lieutenant Colonel Shan- 
non also doubted thai die warning was a report ol 
a real attack, 

VVe notified our rncn t<» be read) to march to tin 
batteries in lighl marching i trder within an hour and 
hurriedly finished breakfast, As l recall. Dorr said 
the message from Pearl Harbor had hem received 
about 0700, Theatre*] sounded for general charters 

at about (> ( >MII. at whi$h time ail bathra- : ' : * * 

were marching to then positions. 
On 5 December 194 I it may have been 6 I fecera- 



hei 1941). 9 a ship had armed at Midvvas brinff^ 
SCR-268 Rre control radars and a quantity' 1 
Scinch A A ammunition armed with 3-inch IW 

e < » 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 mi, basc-dctonatmg projectiles. The 

Radars and the ammunition had not hern c! ist^ 
butcd tO tin A A haltrrics, so a major portion of ^ 

daylight hours of the 7th was taken up with ! ' 
Sdection of radar positions, installing the sets, W 
distributing the new ammunition to each gun« 
Tc< hni al data on the Navy base-dctonatfng 

mimition was not furnished with the : shipment. \' 
• >rder to satisfy myself and die gun captains that' 

would in tlx gunSj I had a round placed alongs'*; 

a round bf OUr standard antiaii < l al't HE ainua |Il! 
tion and checked all bearing dimensions. Th e ' 
ehcdcedj and a leu rounds (probably 10) 
placed in eat I. of the four ready-boxes in ea< h gfl 
pit. . 

A few days prior to tin: 7th the range section W| 
started a sand fill t<> provide an adequate O-l (° 
battery commander's position) next to thedircctoj 
This job was about half complete on the morning j 
the 7th. hut by nightfall a small sandbag revetm^ 
had been nonstrui ted win. h provided at least sotf 
protection. 

Another project which was only partially l<m ." 
pletc was that of burying the gun-data-transf^ 

sion cables in 6- hy b-inch wooden conduit. The ^ 

tempt to place the remainder <»i the cables in d 11 " 

Conduits Was givet] up. and the cables hastily \n\i' lC \ 

without protection, This kept the gun crews bw 

fot most of the day. 

The work in progress at thr batterj was int* 
fupied two or three times during the day by W 
air raid alarms < aused by returning PBY patfJJ 

planes. I reniemher one of these alarm-. OCCUft^ 

while the noon meal <>j fricasseed chicken washed! 

gulped. It was ahout this time that tin membelS^ 

the battery reached the conclusion that they *' e f 
not playing war gamesj bui were involved in & 
real thing. 
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I ^ e J <SQri ncl were, at their stations for Condition 
aft* arknra settled down. Condition III was set 
t /T ^ cm *ng twilight had failed to produce an at- 
allo ! lnn £ c °ndition III half of thc hat Lory were 
IjumI t0 slec P * n tjuh B* 1 * nr range-section pits, 
fm(l ,*^ tire b a«ery had to he able to fire within 

a *Jn n ° U ^ doubt if anyone in the battery was 

r«S i o Ccp at about 2,30 when the lookouts* re- 
J V( 7 Hashes on the horizon in a slightly south by 
rr _ dlr ^tJo n . After a brief observation, the thought 

inch Tny 1Tlindj and sturk thcrc * that Battery A (5- 
In l S ° ac ^ as ^ loc ^tcd on the west side of Sand Island 

II ^nera! line bet 



I ween 



fought it had located a target to the west and was 

1 ■Wimed L 1 1 - h I the (lashes we observed elose 



J i ring 

Jygt observed ,1 



A guns, and 
i distance were caused by Bat- 
r n ; ■ P ro Joctile.s striking the water and exploding. 
Was ^ W of W>* fact that no real target was vislble/l 
T narkH tf ail1Us * :d b >' antics of Bait^y A and rc- 
fa'er U nmrJl tn f^'u tenant Dorr, the range of- 
the V ul 1,1 ™ time many of the men, including 
par ana 17 CDmmanc K climbed on top of the 
Aft to r fiet a ^ettcr view of what was going on. 
Wns C w a h'^ minutes the flashes to west ceased. I 
to r discov tUnt ^ n ^ ° n nf dK ® ' parapet trying 
As target 
lively £ 
criough 

illllsici| is and those of the entire battery 
^battered when: 

Lea in passed immediately over QW 



^d I still assumed had been Battery 
li Vr i dr *} ct w,1<, n suddenly several guns flashed rcla- 

enouel m ' tn island to thc wrsl but aL P*** 

additi 1 rangp nnt to hr mistaken for Battery A. En 

Wert fi ii ,ny Ulusions smtl those ^ ifc* c ' ntire hattery 
li ke a f rsllnUrr,, d when something that sounded 
^ads f T|^ nt lia ' n P assccl hnmediately over OUT 
Powerh° ed h >' ex P Iofiioiw in the vicinity of the 
w Hhout°o r ^" °^ ^ parapets were deserted 

cWr? S l VCral moaw salvos had bcrn nrcd 1 could 
ship i n . T * a PP Llart ^ to be the mast-heads of a 
south , \ posit,on apparently in prolongation of the 
pi c fc e d roast °f Sand Island The range section also 
was b 7V< ^fgsfc, and 1 askf ' d w[iat Lbc ™ n K e 
insure ,; utnirim L")iht replied that there was 

reading s ^ f ° r t,K ' iailgL ' findlT tfV obtain a 
ceived K nrH 't'mo previously word had been re- 

a p ^ c from thf/AA ° roi| p CP ( Ca p- 

Jig| u (m^ i to Ufirc 011 all enemy targets " A search- 
struck a °* 1 think ) ? located on the south coast, 
speed [ TC and ilblm inated a ship steaming at high 
coa&t m an castcrl V direction parallel to the south 
*o ut ] * a ^^r; of about 3JM.I0 yards on a biMring 
lame U rom Ba ttcry U Through binoculars a 
th,r f^rr -Vii"^ fIa? WaS viKiblc n > in ^ frTmi 

bci n f aVC ' thn Dr der to commence firing. The range 
lion vv^ V abnul 3 ^ 0( W the eun angle of eleva- 



ca Ptain» told 



As a matter of fact the gun 
me afterward that the elevation trans- 
the director to the data receivers on the 



guns was zero. This was probably because there was 
actually a minus angle of sight from the director to 
the water line of the target. Gunnery Sergeant M. 
C. Piilliman was wearing the telephone for transmit- 
ting orders to the gun captains and when he heard 
my order to commence firing, realizing the gun 
angle of elevation would he low, he passed the word 
approximately as follows: "You can commence fir- 
ing, but rho k v* .ur line of fire and be sure you don't 
hit any part of lire battery in front of you " 

Cum 3 and 4 (Platoon Sergeant Staid and Ser- 
geant Hurtig) began firing at a very slow rate and 
Kin tinned firing until the illuminating searchlight 
was shot out of action by the ship. I learned after- 
ward that both Platoon Sergeant Staid and Sergeant 
Hurtig held the breeches of their guns open after 
each round in order to sight through their bores to 
determine that the projectiles would clear thc dunes 
betweett them and the target. Sergeant Lefert on 
Gun 2 loaded his gun but upon cheeking for safety 
of line of fire discovered that it was pointed directly 
at the O-l pit occupied by Gunnery Sergeant Pulli- 
man and me. He informed Pull u nan of this fact over 
the gun control phone and wisely held his fire dur- 
ing the entire action, Platoon Sergeant Peel, gun 
captain of Gun L also made the decision not to fire 
because his gun would have delivered fire danger- 
ously close to the heads of the men at Gun 3. 

The Japanese ship, which 1 identified as either 
light cruiser or destroyer, continued on its course as 
Gun 3 fired six rounds and Gun 4 fired seven rounds 
(all Navy common, base-detonating ammunition). 
Immediately after the battery commenced firing die 
ship began to make a black, heavy smoke from its 
slack. Many observers assumed that this smoke was 
the result of hits in the engine room, but I am con- 
vinced it was merely part of the Japanese plan of at- 
tack, which probably called for the making of smoke 
in order to screen a withdrawal if hostile fire was 
received. About the time the searchlight which had 
hem illuminating from Sand Island went out, the 
ship executed a sharp 90° turn to starboard, which 
placed it on a course heading south directly away 
from the island, and retired behind the smoke 
screen, f gave the command to cease fire when the 
searchlight ceased illuminating. 

The results of Battery D fire appeared to me to 
be approximately three hits in thc superstructure. 
Other observers claimed the bow gun was hit, but I 
cannot verify this. I had the feeling that thc an- 
nounced range from the range section was too small 
and that our fire would be short. T therefore particu- 
larly watched for short splashes which w r ou!d cer- 
tainly have been visible in the excellent illumina- 
tion. However, I observed no splashes whatsoever, 
and therefore it can be assumed, provided the angle 
of train was correct, that the angle of elevation of 
the guns and the range were such that the shells 
passed either over the ship, hit the superstructure, 
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"i passed directly into the hull before exploding | in 
which case the flash would not have been visible 

from the battery) . 

1 w;is aware of two Cither events taking place 
during the firing on the 7th. One was the firing of a 
machine gun * * * located on the south roast 

between Batter) D and the searchlight! position (I 

thought at tin- lime thai it was a .§0 caliber AA 
position but later learned that a ,80 caliber heavy 

Browning had opened up . A solid stream of tracers 
wm observed to arch toward the ship. The effect 
of this Brie I did not observe. The other event, which 
oc( urrcdj I think, immediately after the Sand fsland 
>. ,io Wighl bad gone out, was thai .i searchlight on 
Eastern Island struck arc and proceeded to direct 

its beam dirertiy on Battery 1) lor a lew seconds. 



This made us feel as if we WCTC in a goldfish 

before the eyes ol (Ik- world and especially th^ f 
aboard the Japanese ship. We were ali very than* 
l ul when the beam was trained out l< » s<, a in se#* 
< »i 1 he enemy. 

That concluded the events of the 7th. As for' 
second Japanese ship being present, I do not bdfc? 
that during the Bring I was aw arc of it Immediate 
afterward^ however, reports either bom other pflrf 
bars of the battery ot nearby sear< Wight <>r ifiw^cb 1 ? 
gun positions, revealed that a second Japanese ?M 

had followed the one I had observed on the s ^' :! 

course a1 a position off its starboard quarter. J r \, 

member hoping at the lime that SOrAC of OUr "oVGtf 
had possibly hit this ship, but could gel no eonlirn );l ' 
tion that this had 01 rnrn d 
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Ihe following account, written by Brigadier 
cr teral Ira L. Kimcs, who commanded Marine 
J* Group 22 prior to and during the battle of 
-bdway, describe in detail the stress, strain, im- 
™satio n , and ingenuity of MAG-22's prcpa- 
Fa Wfot the anticipated battle: 

bJP^.'^ saili ng of tlie Kitlyhawk for Honolulu, 
staff was composed of Major B. Stedman, Jr., 
o Up Executive Officer; Major Verne J. McCaul, 
Op? Up Operations Officer and Group Intelligence 
nlc^r* ; °ap*ato Robert R. Burns, Group Gommu- 
_ aiions Officer, Assistant Group Operations Qf- 
tern- - 9 rou P Adjutant. This was a period of in- 
' e acl iviiy that allowed myself and staff an avcr- 
Jl <~ four hours rest during each 24- 

e nuinl>er of hunker had to be 
dditioTial Army, Navy, and Ma- 
seru °^ JS Dlan wr, i c h we were informed would be 
° ut to participate in the defend 



- some thn-c to four 
llou ^ period, A h 

tine ( 



tin.! C ? d ^ both °f a" runways were a con- 

on 1" lmc of ***** bunkers and still there weren't 
When an Army B-17 or Navy PBY3- A 
HSk on dawn patrol, two fid iters or dive-bomber 



day A iT rrt? mov€d nUu tllc vacated bunker for the 
lori j £ c arrl °unt of aviation gasoline in 50-gal- 
revt , trijnis w as dispersed and buried near these 
V; * jl f mii against the possibility of our large tanks 

honibr K myed ' In the walls oi cach fl S hter or divc " 
Bx&nt f n ^ r > several drums of gas were buried 
these fill 1 a snm11 P art °f die top end. By keeping 
a n * vom tMC Lwo gas trucks, we always had 

siniul °^ B^ing our fighters and dive bombers 
1 Cousl V and without having them exposed 
Sl|p i C tnt>lr protective bunkers. Reserve water- 
wne if* wer<? buried, and emergency rations 
lav. C ] adl{?d ^ most of the personnel dugouts, This 
' nove d fortur 
^onimij 



nate since the evaporating plant and 



ailc | 1Ssai *y sl °res were destroyed in the bombing, 
S and nttle time elapsed before distribution from 
tw lr -, and ( -° lll d be established. A very large num- 
receivf h and ^OOO-pound bombs and fuses were 
ed and stored. Some of these bombs had to 



have their fitting altered before could lv- used 
on Army bomb racks. Underground shelter for ad- 
ditional persormel exited had to be provided and 
slit trenches for all hands construe ted near tlnn 
quarters and habitual place of employment. Then 
there was a stifl" training schedule to prepare con- 
stant arrivals of new and inexperienced personnel 
for their part in the defense. Also frequent and im- 
portant conferences with Captain Sirnard and Col- 
onel Shannon. * * * 

One addition during this time which did much to 
make our infrequent periods of rest more peaceful 
was the arrival of Marine Gunner Charles F. Fin- 
ney, fresh from radar school in the United States 
ana 1 Canada .He immediately took over our radar 
station and did a magnificent job of preparing it and 
its personnel for the defense. All hands were very 
much radar-conscious, and Finney's fine work in 
that department paid large dividends before, dur- 
ing, and al ter the attack, 

D u ri n g th i s pe ri od ( a p prox i m at el y I to $ 1 M ay ) , 
my administrative staff was greatly strengthened by 
the arrival of First Lieutenant Charles F- Hurlhut, a 
veteran of World War I, as Group Adjutant: Ll. 
(jg) fnseph O'ConneH (MC) USN;Ll (jg) Ray- 
mond L. Cullem [D0) 3 USN; Marine Gunner Wil- 
liam L + Staph, Quartermaster Clerk Willis R, Lu- 
cius, and enlisted personnel for Group Headquarters 
in the categaries of clerical, supply, hospital, mess 
personnel, and radio operators. These additions les- 
sened the burdens of the two squadrons, who prior 
to this time had been required to furnish a bare 
minimum to meet the requirements,^ 

With the sailing of the Ll S, S. Ktttyfnicuk, how- 
ever 3 went my executive officer, Major L. B, Sted- 
man, with no relief furnished. Major McCaul, al- 
ready "out on his feet" from overwork and lack of 
adequate rest, took on the additional job of execu- 
tive officer. I tried to lighten his burden as much as 
possible by performing some of the normal duties of 
this office myself, but neither Captain Burns nor 
I was in noticeably better condition for the same 
reason. Some few days prior to this Major J. K, 
Warner, Air Corps, AUS, was sent out from Army 
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Headquarters in Honolulu as a liaison officer. Not 
only did he do an outstanding job in that capacity, 
hut before many days had passed we had practically 
made a Marine of him. Taking advantage of his 
capabilities and willingness, we assigned many tasks 
that would properly fall within the duties of an as- 
sistant executive and assistant operations officer. He 
was indeed a life-saver. Just as it seemed McCaul, 
Burns, and myself were completely exhausted 
(Major Warner had returned to Honolulu), Major 
Raymond C. Scollin, arrived by air on 2 June 1942, 
He was immediately handed enough work for six 
men, and I don't believe he touched his bunk until 
the night of 4 June, and then only for about three 
hours when I awakened him about 0400 to tell him 
that ;it ahout 0200 1 had received a message that the 
Jap transports were about 70 miles awav and headed 
toward Midway, and that I thought It would be well 



to alert the reserves (ground crews of VMF-22* 
and VMSB -241 ) f I never saw as sleepy a man wak e 
up as quickly! 

So far nothing has been said about the work afld 
performance of duty of the officers and men of * 
two squadrons, reinforced. The simple truth is uV 
it In vars description, and to even attempt such » 
description would require days and days and w 
hundreds of typewritten pages. Some of the youitf 
pilots who came out with the SBD's and F4F3 , s 
the U. S, S. Kitty hawk had not had as much as foil* 
hours' flying time since completing the final stag* 
of flight training, They arrived on Midway on $ 
May, and on 4 June were called upon to face th e 
cream of Japanese naval aviation. How th«? 
answered this call has been attested to by man? 
more able than I. 
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MARINES AT MIDWAY 



Dive-Bomber Pilot's Narrative, 
Battle of Midway 



. , e lowing individual nan alive, submitted 
^we Historical Section by Major Allan II. kin. u - 

VK/K l ' Kn a scron(a UiBUtetlanl and pilot in 
SB-241 (luring the battle <>f Midway, is re- 
ed m ctitirctj a^ .1 vivid (jcwDoal-ejcperieiice 
j/*^ of the attack by Major Nut-res S82U ft 
" thc U'HUna, 4 June 1942, and as an excellent 
P'cture of the hazards of aerial warfare for a 



Un g and relatively inexperienced pilot. Major 

VAisp who also snvr(l as war t,,a,is< (,f 

1 ^^41, was a member of the draft pi Dine 
1 94o PUotS vvho i ni,,(,a MAG-22, in late Mav 

* Witliin a j rw ( h,vs prior to 1 lu cm ms 



•Utark : 

g tt _^? J ai 'nval. May 27, at the island, we were 

(i . «P "y remarks indicating thai we were just in 
Uv to Vait v ;* These remarks didn't bother 
k*d just fen die States two weeks before, 

^ajorH™'" 1 ^ Mav ^ J :H s 0 ll;ulmn briefing when 
overd l( ' rsnn afco let us know that the Japs were 
iV *r we tlid a liulr more thinking on thc matter. 
in f .j V J^encst M group ever assembled for combat 

r l'ho, Src °iKl Lieutenants ( ieorge Lumpkin, E. P. 
II S-P 8 ?^ (; « orgt 

il,^ vl 1 ) (, y' UuI James Marniande. None of us had ev< J! 

with 1 1( SB2U ? bo ur immediately checked out 
gj^^oje trouble than a couple of ground loops. 
fl^^f\ "* c fateful d;i\ we .til had (bade two or 
' IM i jv> with practice bombs— mightv little 
|)iv!|' 1 ,Tatlnn lor lh( ' Job at hand. Gasoline wa* at a 
g alL IIUln> :,ml onr P ,;m,s were onlj allowed 190 
on 3 7 (wl,i( h was suddenly raised to 230 gallons 
out n r ; ^tting boards were also so tare thai 

"light ^ ni '" hl ° f 1 ' L on,v lour had p,nK This Was 
a ttad- a . w ^rd to one who found himself on the 

^th neither plot nor chart (and hud only a 



e Koutdas, D. L. Cummings. A. 

k Coslcy, Ken (lampion, ( )rvin 



few quick glances at a ( hart of thc area including 

Midway, ECufeaad Pearl and Hemes reefc), 

( )n the morning ol 1 June. afl< i an 1)200 reveille 
we were all at standby and bad warmed up th 

planes, Around o r >l 5 tin- radio message was received 
to go on attack, Confusion was the order then as 1 
had iust cui off theenginCi r>\ thc tixm I had started 
again I thought thai flteordferwaa changed* Finally 
a r imnei ( am.- i»\ in % jeep and verified the attack 
order- IK 0605 we were all in the air. Captain 
I'iosm i returned with a loose fuselage panel so l as- 
sumed his lead position in the second box. By the 
time we were rendezvoused, On Jap'- .nt.u k had 
fired a fuel Storage t.mk. which served as a guiding 
mark thrOUghoul the day and [light 

It w;is .i quiet, uneventful trip to meet the enemy. 
Such young second lieutenant- never realized their 
predicament. It became quite apparent, however, 
when W)B were intercepted at least 10 to l5 minutes 
before contact with fleet units. The amazing non- 
chalance Of Zero pilots who did vertical rolls right 
through our formation was a good show vcrj good 
for us since mure attention to business might easily 

baVS wiped qui I I Of the slowest and most ohsoletc 

planes ever to be used in the war. 

With the interception at 13,000 feet, the clouds 

became our haven and Major Nforris ted us without 

toss to the target. He radioed instructions to dive 

Mmiuhi ahead on to target; through the broken 
cloud?. 1 pon breaking put at 2,000 feet, the tnajoi 
being short of the target, a BB, straight ahead, 

whipped to the right onto a heavy (Timer. We all 

followed his lead. Evert in the dive Major Norris 
gave insti uciions .is to course home: I \Q : time due 
0900. The AA w a- hea\ \ hut to one so ignorant of 

its destructive powers -not too bothersome; just 
curious. I received identical holes, about 6 inches in 
diameter in each aileron. I imagine the shells were 

incorrecth fused lor out altitude at the moment and 
SO passed through with little damage. 
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On release .it 100 feet, I pulled out right over the 
cruiser and was headed for the center of the fleet. 
One turn to join on two buddies .it 2 U) knots con- 
vinced me that was no pLu r to cm !<•; ,i Zero p.issr.l 
right behind as 1 whipped into a tight turn. Then. 

at bourse i 10 , | headed home, passing fust behind 

a destroyer I sta\ed below 50 feet for about 20 
minutes, in t » straight course, only luck making 
harmless the numerous passes made by the Zeros. 
My gunnei Liter told me he was too busy shooting 
to even inform me of the situation, and 1 was too 
scared and ignoranl to tuna around ami look. 

Follow ing the major's instructions, 1 flew a coin- 
DaiS i < »ui sc ( »l I ID . not bothering to compensate? for 
wind, variation, nor compass. At the appointed time 

ot 0900 I sighted a lagoon whu b l t«»>k to be Mid- 

w a\ .md let down, made my recognition approach 
and was greeted by RttJ from a PT. 1 immediate!) 
left the an a and regained altitude to continue on 
course. (Woe was me! That was Kmc reef, just 50 
miles west of home.) 

I he radio had failed, as radios were wont to dOj 



so radio navigation was out of the question (as 

good sense in this instance). By 1015 I had gath- 
ered thai my navigation pr Major Morris was vvroflj 
1 used good judgment then, for the Rrs( time in tl' 1 ' 

da^ ' ,,u ^ (mned figuring on finding tW 

minute speck ol land, about one hour behind ' ,u ; 

As luck and poor navigation would have it, by 

I had sighted two lagoons in the offing and, mental') 
(lipping a coin. 1 hose the one to the right— how righ' 

! was! Within 10 miles of the reef I ran out of g a j 
SO I immediatelv set .ill tabs to glide at 90 knots W 
almost sal mi my hands fcO resist lifting the nose t° 
si o (ih \ w\ glide. I attempted to gel the life raft lo<& 
to no avail Then 1 found 1 could not replace 

pins holding the bucket seat. So J was laced with :l 
water landing in a loose se.it. 1 chose to land rig^J 
in front of a PT boat and all went so well that * 
even forgot to inflate my life jacket, the pick-up W3* 

made so readily, So by 1115 1 fras back on Easte*J 
tsland to be greeted b\ Captain Ptossar, who saw 

"Well, never expected to sec you again." — "He' 1, 
neither did t. * * *" 
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MARINES AT MIDWAY 



APPENDIX VII 



Staff and Command 
Corps Units 
Battle of Midway 




in 



Gbl Harold D. Shannon. 



& nandi ''s Offictr- 

Binding Offid-r, X 

b^; 3:: — 



6TH DEFENSE BATTALION (REINFORCED) 



astern Island Group- 



Col. Harold D. Shai 

___ Maj. William W. Benson. 3 
_ Capt. William P. Spencer. 
Capt. Robert C. McGlashan. 

QM Clerk Avard W. Ostrom. 

Second Lt. Dorn E. Arnold. 

Lt. Comdr. Robert A t Cooper (MG), USN. 



Sea coast Artillery Group 



^2*"* Officer; 

Cq„ ? a,1 °! tl S Officer, Eastern Island 7-inch Briery 



Battery A 

Battery B_ 

Battery C_ 



Gemini ng Officer; Sand Island 3 -inch Navy 

"landing Officer, Eastern Island 3-inch Navy Battery. 



_ Lt. GoL Lewis A. Ilohn, 

_ Maj. Loren S* Eraser. 

_ Capt. Rodney M. Handlny. 

Capt. Donald N. Otis. 

Capt. Ralph A. Collins, Jr. 

Capt. Harold R. Warnci , Jr. 

____ Capt, Jay II, Augustin, 
Capt, William R. Dorr, Jr. 



3-inch Antiaircraft Group 

t:o^'' mdln ^ Officer - - - . ^ Maj, Charles T. Tingle. 

Comm an ^ n 8 ° ffice ^ battery D_._ _. Capt. Jean HL Buckner. 

Com , Officer, Battery E_. - Maj. Hoyt McMillan. 

lin ^ndj n g Officer, Battery F - - Capt. David W, Sdvey. 



Special Weapons Group 

Copl ri1anclin S Officer - — - Capt. Robert E, Homme I. 

Gom^^S Officer, Battery H - Maj. William E, Boles. 

'landing Officer, Battery I - - Capt. Edwin A. Law. 



Searchlight Battery (G) 

_ GapL Alfred L. Booth, 



3-inch Antiaircraft Group, 3d Defense Battalion 

Commanding Officer ___ Maj. Chandler W. Johnson 

Commanding Officer, Battery D _ Maj. William S. MeCormirl. 

< .'.mmjiiriiiig Officer, Battery E_ . Maj. James S. O'Halloran. 

Commanding Officer, Batter, 1 First Lt. Arnold D. Swart/. 

Separate Batteries, 3d Defense Battalion 

( oinm imln.L. (Officer, Battery K (37-rnin.) Capt. Ronald K. Miller. 

Commanding Officer, Battery L (40/20-mm.) Capt. Charles J. Seibert, 1 1 

2d Raider Battalion Detachment 

Commanding Officer _ Capt. Donald H. Hash'. . 

Commanding Officer, Company C Capt. Donald H. Hastie. 

Commanding Officer, Company D_ _ First Lt. John Aperies. 

Provisional Marine Companies 

I i.unm. mding ( )(!k< i. 2 2d Provisional Marine Company First Lt. Thomas E. Clarke. 

Commanding Officer, 23d Provisional Marine Company. . Capt. Boyd O. Whitney. 

MARINE AIR GROUP 22 

Commanding Officer. Lt. Col. Ira E. Kimcs. 

Executive Officer _ Maj. Verne J. McCaul. 

Operations Officer. Maj. Alexander C. Bunker. 

Communications Officer _ Capt. Robert R. Burns. 

Marine Fighting Squadron 221 

Commanding Officer f P***.' 

g \Capt. Kirk Armistead. 

Executive Officer . Capt. William C. Humberd. 

Marine Scout-Bombing Squadron 241 

{Maj. Lofton K. Henderson, 1 
Maj. Benjamin W. Norris. 1 
Capt. Marshall a. I \ U t. 

Executive Officer Capt, Marshall A. Tyler. 

I e 



Killed oi t&fgfeblg in action, battle of Midway. 



For wale by the Stiper'uil fcfiAfcftt of Doewincn I s 4 U. S. Government l'riiitin^ oilier. 
Washington 25, D. C — Price 50 rents. 
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TABLE OF DISTANCES FROM MIDWAY 
In Nautical Miles 

Pearl Harbor 1140 

Kauai, T. H 1046 

French Frigate Shoal, T. H 1003 

Dutch Harbor, Alaska 1651 

Wake 1034 

Marcus 1556 

Guam 2301 

Tokyo 2250 

Saipan 2214 

San Diego, California 3097 




785018 O— 1948 (Inside back cover) 



IETARVOFTHE NAVY 



THE SElCRt 



« states takes pleasure in. 

MARINE AIBCRAF^ GROUP TWENTY-TWO 

as set forth in the following 
for service as set 

CITATION: woism in combat 

.-por conspicuous courage and he 0utnumbe red five 

r C ^e d S r Sanl filiations, .^g^ Mechanical 

. ^js^^s«s Sa- 
ra ^SSsssiiSS^S^ 

conditions, were et» 
defense of Midway. 

For the President, 




Secretary 



of the Navy, 



